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ease for several days before it was discov-
ered that he was deaf.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
the jury Jist has to go before the court.

Mr, MANN: Yes; but that does not do
away with the fact that a man unable to hear
evidence may be put on the jury list, Again,
men in ill health are empanelled, and such
men may get on to a case that lasts several
days, and be uvable to apply themselves to
the case.

The Minister for Railways: Jurors are al-
ways let off if they say that.

Mr. MANN: But, owing to ignorance,
Jurymen frequently do not ask to be excused.
They take their seats in the jury box, and
later it is found that owing to ill health or
some other eanse, they are incapable of act-
ing as jurymen. Better provision should be
made in that respect. I am with the Min-
ister in his attempt to prevent persons from
foreseeing which jurymen will be called, Per-
sons so interested will say to themselves:
**Lagt session it was the B’s. This tine it
will be the C'’s. It will commence with
Ca.’? Then they begin io wonder whether
they know a man whose name com-
mences with those two letters. And
s0 on. Thus people are able to lay
themselves out to ascertain which men will
be on the jury.

Mr. Panton: You don’t agree with the
member for West Perth that there is no
jury-squaring in Western Australiat

Mr. MANN: I do not.

Mr. Davy: There is very little.

Mr, MANN: There iz not by any manner
of means as much as there is in the Eastern
States. In Melbourne and Sydney are to
be found recognised jury-squarers, men
who follow that profession, if profession it
can be called. By paying sufficient money the
assistance of jury-squarers can be secured.
1 may tell a little story of an episode well
known ameng the legal fraternity of Mel-
bourne, A man was indicted on a charge
of unlawful wounding, and the evidence was
thought to be very strong. The defending
salicitor told the accused man’s friends that
he suw very little chance of his getting out
of it, but that if there was a sympathetic
jury there would be & chance of a verdiet
of ecommon assault. The friends looked
through the jury list and found someone
they knew. He was interviewed, and was
told, ‘‘Den’t argue with the other jury-
men, if you are on the jury, but stick out
for a verdict of common assault.’”’ He
agreed. The trial took place, and the
Crown c¢ase was somewhat weak, and the
accused’s solicitor put up a brilliant de-
fence. When the jury had retired, the
foreman said, ‘T am going to take a vote
in favour of aequittal.’” All the jurors
were for an aequittal except one, and
be stuek out for a verdiet of com-
mon agsault; and as the others ecould
not shift hun by argument or persuasion
they eventnally eame round to his way of
thmkmg and brought in a verdiet accord-
ingly. After the trial was over. the pnsoner 's
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friends went to congratulate the juror, and
they asked, ‘‘Did you have to put up much
of a fight ‘with them3’’ He replied, ‘‘ Yea.
All were in favour of acquittal, but I stuck
out for common asgsault.’’ Jury-squaring
is not of frequent occurremce in this coun-
try, but I have known men who had friends
in the jury list exhaunst their challenges
with o view to securing the presence of
friends in the jury box. I remember a man
being asked to show ¢nuse for his challenge.
His reply was, ‘‘I don’t like the look of
that juryman; I think he would be against
me.’’ That was not considered justifiable
cause, and the juror was allowed to go into
the box. I certainly agree with that part
of the Bill which will prevent people from
agcertaining what jurors will be summoned
for certain sessions, Tt will, I conaider,
gerve a good purpese. Aunother point T de-
gire to make is that there should be a closer
examination of jurors as to their ability to
apply themselves to cases, in point of health,
hearing, mentality, and so forth. I com-
mend the Bill.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Marshall debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.85 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL MACHIN.
ERY, HIRE PURCHASE SYSTEM.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Will the Government go into
the matter of the Act relating to the hire
purchase of machinery? 2, Is he aware
that a purcha<er, after having almost paid
for an implement, may then have it taken
from him, and that the seller will thus get
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the ¢ash and the implement?
endeavour to right the wrong?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1,
This matter has been brought under the
notice of tbe Govermment by deputation,
and is receiving attention. 2, Yes; when
the hire purchase agreement so provides.
3, 8See No, 1,

3, Will he

QUESTION (2)—MINING.
Value of Alunite.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has any finality been arrived at
with the experiments made in eonncetion
with the treatment of alunite for the ex-
traction of its potash contents? 2, Has
any serious attempt been made to prove
whether our alunite deposits are of ecom-
mereial value?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. The treatment for alunite by
roasting wasg suecessful in rendering the
J'otash contents soluble in water and there-
fore available as a fertiliser, but the cost
of roasting was prohibitive of commercial
production in competition with imported
potash. Further experiments have shown
that unroasted alunite mixed with lime
vields its potash freely as a fertiliser, but
imported potash of high grade is so cheap
that it is preferred to Dbulky low grade
alunite, 2, Yes. At present they cannot
compete with imported potash though they
might be commercially wutilisable for manu-
facture of potash nlmm if seriously taken
in hand by a competent manufacturer.

Freight on Ore and Concentiates.

My, PANTON asked the Minister for
Railways: I, Is he aware that the freight
on ore and concentrates, when back-
loading, has been increased by 6d. a ton%
2, If so, does the department consider this
a means of assisting the mining industry?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, It was found that certain rates
for ore conflicted, creating an anomaly, in-
asmuch as rates to the mines sidings
from Paddington, Broad Arrow, and Bar-
doe provided for a minimum of 4s. 64.
per ton, while the rates to Coolgardie (a
longer distance) only called for a mini-
mum of 4¢ per ton. To remove this
anomaly the latter minimum was raised
to 4s. 6d. 2, Pending further inquiry the
previous rates have been restored.

QUESTION—RATLWAY WORKSHOPS,
APPRENTICES.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What number of apprentices
ig it competent to employ in the Government
railway workshops? 2, What is the
number employed to-day? 3, What are
the eonditions that will ensure employ-
ment as an apprenticef
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 359 in Government railway work-
shops at West Midland and Midland June-
tion. 2, 216. 3, Age: Minimmmn 15 years;
maximum 16 years. Eduecation: Fitters’
apprentices, not less than Seventh standard;
appreniices for other trades, not less than
Sixth staudard. Application for positions
are invited periodieally through the Press.
Applicants, who must be of good physique,
are cxamined by Departmentgl Selection
Board, on which the trades union concerned
is represented, Candidates approved by the
Board, before Dbeing employed, must pass
an examination by the Railway Medical
Officer; this examination includes vision and
hearing tests,

QUESTION—BELMONT-MATDA VALE
ROAD.,

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that settlers and
others in the Maida Vale distriet provided
portion of the funds for the construction
of the Belmont-Maida Vale road? 2, What
action i3 it proposed to take in respect to
the closing of this road, a course that has
been necessitatedl owing to the formation
having been so seriously damaged by heavy
motor traflic as to render the road impas-
sable? 3, Will he take action to include
this ruad in the ligt of those roads receiving
funds from the motor traffic license pool?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
1, Yes. Land owners contributed £250 of
the £2,640 expended. Of the balance, £500
came from traflic fees and £1,940 from State
funds. 2, The road in question is under
the coutrol of the local authorities com-
cerned, and it is for them to decide the
approprigte action to he taken in the cir-
cumstances. 3, No. It is not intended to
inelvde sach short roads as main roads upon
which traffic fees can he expended.

BILL—PRIVATE SAVINGS BANEK.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Cauncil.

BILIL—INSPECTION OF
SCAFFOLDING.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS. ’
Introduced by the Minister for Lands
and read a first time.

PAPERS—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
INSPECTOR JOHNSTON.
Mr. TAYLOR (MMt. Margaret) [4.40]:
T move—

That all papers in connection with the
disrating of Inspector Johnsion, of the
Police Force, be laid upon the Table of
the House.
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Before proceeding with the motion I would
like to know whether the Minister in charge
of the Police Department intends to oppose
it.

The Minister for Justice:
the papers here.

Alr. TAYLOR: That being so, there is
no justification or necessity for me to give
reaszons for the papers heing tabled. 1t is
negessary, however, that 1 should give somne
explanation. as to why I have submitted
the motion. I will do that as briefly as
possible, I remember the regulations gov-
erning the Puolice Foree many years ago,
and 1 do not know whether those regula-
tion hoid good to-day. In those days, how-
ever, the disrating of a police officer was a
form of punishment. 1 am anxious to
ascertain what crime was eommitted by
Inspector Johnston that necessitated that
form of punishment, and whether any pro-
vision relating to it exists in the regula-
tions to-day. Without even any knowledge
of the Police Force, one would naturally
realise that by being disrated, an officer
could not he more degraded in the eyes of
the staff, No fize or penalty could be so
seriona as the punishment of disrating.
That is the reason for the motion. As
the Minister is not opposing the tabling of
the papers, I will reserve any further re-
marks I may desire to make until I have
perused the papers. I will have a further
opportunity during the discussion on the
Estimates.

No, I have

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcoek—Geraldton) [4.42]: I have
the papers, which I will place upon the
Table of the House. While the mover of
the motion said that Imspector Johnston
had heen disrated, the faets are that be
was not disrated, but was regressed. That
Btep was taken in the interests of the
economical administration of the depart-
ment. The reasons and the recommenda-
tions relating to the matter are recorded
on the files, so that every hon. member will
be able to ascertain what took place.

Mr. Taylor: I am pleased to hear the
Minister make those remarks,

Question put and passed.

RETURN—COLLIE COAL.
Bunkcn‘ng Trade, Fremm_ztlc and Albany.
Mr, SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [443]: 1

move—

That o return de laid wpon the Table
of the Houge showing: (1), The number
of tong of Collie coal bunkered for the
periods (a), st January to 3th Juue,
1922; (b), 1st January te 3Mh Jure,
1923: (¢), I1st January to J30th June,
1924, at Fremantle and Albany respec-
tively. (2), The guantity of Newcnstle
coal bunkered at Fremanile and Albany
for the periods as indicated above.
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Some members may not uuderstand exactly
the rvason for such a motion. The mewher
for Albany (Mr, A, Wansbrough) recuxnizes
that nothing derogatory te the port of
Aliany is suggested. Rumours have been
afloat in the Fremantle distriet for some
considerable time that the explanation of
the diminution of the bunkering trade there
is to he found in g letter suppoeed to have
been gent from Western Australia to
London. It reads as follows:—

1 do mot think owners are genevally
aware of the very great advantaue totheir
vessels by using the port of Albany as
apainat Fremantle for their bunkering, The
port charges at Albany are very light as
compared with Fremantle, I have there-
fore had prepared a statement, copy of
which I attach, setting out the charges
made in those two ports, which shows tre-
mendously in favour of Ajbany. You will
ohserve that in the case of a 4/5,000 tons
gross steainer the saving in these charges
alone amounts to from £60 to £68 per ship,
which in the case of a vessel taking only,
aay, 2/300 tons of bunkers, amounts to a
saving of from 4s. 7. to 6s. 11d. per ton
bunkered. Tn the case of s vessel with
a gross tonnage of 7/8,000 toms, the sav-
ing wounld amount to from £67 to £79 per
ghip, equal for a like guantity of bunkers
to from &8, 41, to 7s. 9d. per ton
bunkered. At Albany labourers are
not on  hourly payment, but work
on a flat rate or econtroet system,
and they reccive the same pay any
hour of the day or night, Sunday or holi-
days, Consequently owners are not muleted
in the difference hetween ordinary and
overtime rates when werking overtime or
on Sundays and holidays. Also, lahour at
Albany does not work any preserihed
hours, but can be called out any honr of
the day or night, Sunday or holiday. The
immense advantage to an owner of hav-
ing his ship bunkered immediately on ar-
rival at a port which can be entered any
hour of the day or night, is obvious. TIn
faet, the excellent despateh afforded teo
vesgels at Albany has always been favour-
ably commented upor by masters. There
are at times vessels which deviate up to
Bunbnury or Fremantle te obtain supplies
of other eoal when, I am sure, if the
cwners were aware of the great saving in
port dues at Albany, and taking into con-
gideration the saving of deviation, the de-
spatch they get at Albany, and also the
relative values of the imported and local
coals, which they understand is something
like 33 per cent. in favour of the im-
ported, they would met pass the port, of
Albany. This is all set out in the state-
ment, and I shall be glad if you will have
it carefully disseminated amongst owners.
I do not know that we want altogether
to offend the susceptibilities of the port
authorities of Fremantle, but I have no
doubt that you can communicate all this
information quietly to anveone interested.
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It has been utated that in consequence of
this letter having been forwarded to Lon-
don, shipa have heen purposely deviated
frcm Fremantle to Albany to bunker. It
the return, when we gt it, confirms ihiy,
it is a very serious thing for Fremantle and
for Collie coal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon, W,
C. Angwin— North-East Fremantle) [4.50]:
I am not going to oppowe the motion, but it
is only fair that members should know what
is at the bottom of this. It is not the coaling
but an endeavour to foree a reduction of
harbour charges at Fremantle. The Gov-
ernment have heen put to very great ex-
pense in maintaining the Fremantle harbour.
In 1912 or 1913 it was found neceszary to
rebuild portion of the wharf, and to-day
.apain that work has become necessary, and
at immense cost owing to the use of cement
piles instead of jarrah, as in the past, From
the time the Fremantle Harbonr Trust was
constituted, the harbour has not shown any
Eroﬁt, the whole of the moneys paid inte

onsolidated Revenue from the harbour hav-
ing had to be paid out again for repairs
and reconstruction. In some years Consoli-
dated Revenue benefits comsiderably from
the harbour returns, but in other years Con-
golidoted Revenue hag to pay it all out again
in meeting the cost of repairs and renewals.
The predecessors of the Ilast Labour Gov-
ernment agreed to pay £20,000 per annum
ont, of the Snepense Account for the rebuild-
ing of the Fremantle wharf. That sum had
te be provided every year of the last Labour
tfovernment s regime.  Consequently the
general impression that the Fremantle har-
bour shows an immense profit i erroneous.
This vear the harbour shows a large wrofit,
but when allowance i3 made for the rebunild-
ing of the wharves, it wil be found that the
profit virtually disappears. Another thing
underlving the letter quoted by the hon.
member is Collie coal, Any ship bunkering
Collie coal at Albany has to pay heavy rail-
age charges. Tu all probability a ship want-
ing Collie coal would go, nnt to Albany, hut
to Bunhury. Consequently the anthors of that
Ietter were trying to mislead ship owmers.
("'nquestionably 2 ship wanting Collie coal
and having uo ecargo to discharge or pick
ap, will ind Bunbury the best and cheapest
port at which to obtain that commoﬂ.n,v;
for Bunbury is quite close to the coal mines,
and therefore the railway freight on the
coal is very much less than it would be to
either Albany or Fremantle. 8o, as I say,
the ship owners respensible for that letter

are trving to deceive ship owners in
the Ol World. Some 12 mont}m ago
I made inquiries into the position re-

speeting eoal. Of late, coaling has fallen off
considerably, not only at Fremantle, but
also at Albany and Bonhury. The reason
given to me is that when the ship owmers
could cet in the Eastern States large
freights at high rates to take overseas, it
paid them better to ill up their bunkers as
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tar as was practicable with freight instead
of with ¢oal. However, now that the
treight rutes have been lowered, it pays
themn better when leaving Newcastle to fll
their bunkers right up with coal. That is
the reagon why coaling in Western Australia
has fallen off. I got this from a shipping
wman who knew something about the position.
One or two persons are doing everything
possible to force a reduction of the harbour
charges of Fremantle. Now let us consider
the position from another angle. Most of
the coaniing done at Albany is done out in the
open roadstead. Any ship owner desiring to
coal his vesgel in Gage Roads would not
require to come into Fremantle harbour
at all. It is the effective appliances for
quick despatch provided wifhin the harbour
that encourages ships to come into Fre-
mantle harbour when coaling. Moreover,

. now that pormul ¢onditions are again pre-

vailing, most of the ships coming to PFre-
mantle vome for chrgo as well as coal, and
consequently the coal they take is just so
much as they require to carry them on to the
next port. Wa all sineerely regret that not
all steamers bunker Collie coal. But we
must not lose sight of the faet that if a
fire breaks out in a ship carrying Collie
vogl, it is advertised throughout the world;
whereas if she carries coal from any other
source we never hear a word in the Press
about the fire.

Mr., Teesdale;: Who does the advertising?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
not say, but I have known ship after ship
with foreign coal in her bunkers take fire at
Tremantle, and nothing whatever has been
said about it in the Press; whereas if a
ship afire has Collie coal in her bunkers,
the news is broadeasted ali over tbe world.
Shipowners do not care mueh about ad-
vaneing Western Australian interests by
using Collie eoal. Now that the combina-
tion has been arranged, the position may
he a little different, becanse a number of
the shipowners have interests in Collie. We
all hope that the Collie bunkering trade will
improve. Everything possible should be
done to assist Collie coal by providing
bunkering facilities at the lowest possibla
rate. Still, we have to be careful that a
harhour like that at Fremantle, upon which
huge sums of wmoney have been expended,
does not become a charge on Conseclidated
Revenue merely to suit a few wealthy ship-
owners overseas, We provide at Fremantle
shipping facilities second to none in Aus-
tralia, and the shipowners ought to pay for
those facilities. 1 have no objection to the
motion. Tf it be possible to get the in-
formation, we will endeavour to secure it.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL (XNor-
tham} [4.58]: Of course we can all under-
stand that Albany harhour, heing a natural
ene, iz very cheap to work. May it alwars
be s0. But when we provide shipping facili-
ties at immense cost, the ships using those
facilities must hear their share of that eost.
No one would like to see the harbour
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charges at Fremantle reduced more than
would the prodeeers of the State. We al)
want the charges to be kept as low as pos-
sible. But, of course, when we have spent
a huge sum in the construction of a har-
bour and have to provide immense further
sums for maintenance and renewal, it is
mmpossible to have low charges. What
the ehips do get at Fremantle and
at  Bunbury, what makes those ports
attractive, is the quick despateh
afforded by the applianves installed,
and there is some compcnsation in compari-
son with many other ports. One knows
from having visited the Eastern States how
satisfactory arc our ports compared with
theirs, I do not know much about the quantity
of coal being shipped at the moment, but
with the Minister I regret that Collie coal
for bunkering purpeses is not required in
large quantities at present.  Neeessarily,
with the decline in trade, space that other-
wise wourld be devoted to cargo is used for
earrying coal from cheap coal ports. 1
remember travelling on a boat in whieh
gome of the bunkera were laden with tea;
the boat carried only sufficient eoal to take
her to the next port. When the return is
produced I hope it will he found that Collie
coal is being used for bunkering purposes.
I have often wondered whether it would
not be possible to collect the best of the
Collie coal and use it for bunkering. Coal
is carried over the railways at a low rate,
and it does not pay the department to haul
it to a distant port. Bunbury has shipping
facilities, and vessels requiring a reasonable
guantity of coal should be encouraged to
eall there. Fremantle, of course, serves a
great back ecountry and coal is probably
reavired in larger quantities there than at
Albany. However, Albany has received a
good advertisement out of this discussionm,
and the world will now know that there is
a port called Albany where charges are
light and desgpatch is quick. I ceongratulate
the member for Albany (Mr. A. Wans-
brough} on having secured this advertise-
ment for his port. Jt does not matter much
to the State whence the coal is ghipped so
long as it is taken from our coal mines.
The mere transference of coal from a hulk
into a ship at Albany means very little to
the State. I am glad the Minister has
agreed tn the request for a return, and I
hope he is wrong in suggesting that it has
been moved in the interests of big ahip-
ping companies, who want the charges re-
dueen.

The Minister for Lands:
you to reduce them.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Minisfer is always letting the eat out of
the bag. Of course they wanted me to re-
duce charges. I do not know of any see-
tion of the commumity that did not want
additional serviee from the Government
and lower charges for it. I have no quarrel
with the people who make such requests,
But the Government have a duty to per-

They wanted
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form, and in the course of that duty thew
have found it necessary to increase the
charges at Fremantle. 1n return for those
charges, however, extremely good handling
facilities are given, capecially when we
consider the small popnlation of the State.
Tt is really wonderful that a State with so
few people car maintain three great ports.
T hope the eompilation of the return will
be folllowed by an inerease in the quantity
of Collie coal shipped fromt Fremantle,
Bunbury, and Albany.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH (Alhanvy) {5.5].
T weleome the motion, and T must say it is
one of the mosat glorious advertisements
Albany has ever had. T think I could sup-
ply the member for Fremantle (Mr. Slec-
man) with the apnroximate quantities ot
conl shipped at Albany, It is troe that
ships have heen ealling for hunkering
lately, hut not to any considerable extent.
They are ships that have called owing to
distress, or have taken coal while Joading
cargg. During the 12 months 1% vessels
have bunkered at Albany, sc Fremantle has
not much to complain about. 'Those
veasels took Neweastle coal; no Collie coal
at all was shipped. The Minister’s state-
ment regarding Neweastle coal is eorrect;
ships are taking additional quantities of
Neweastle coal on aecount of their not
being fully Joaded with eargo. I am glad
that letter was read, because it contains
information for which I have been looking
for some time.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [57): I
am pleased that Albany has received auch
a good advertisement, In view of the
desire expressed by the Leader of the
Opposition and others that more Collie
coal might be useld, I suep-st that the
Governmert eousider the alvisableness of
construeting a shart line from Mummbal-
Jup to link np with the Collie-Cardiff line.
That would bring the port of Albany very
much nearer to Collie.

Mr. Wilaon: Collie-Cardiff would be of
no use owing to the grades,

Mr. THOMSON: I know there i3 a difli-
culty on account of the grades, but it was
suggested that the building of the short
length of line T have indicated would per-
mit of Collie coal heing railed to Albany.

Mr. Wilson: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has suggested a better route than
that.

Mr. THOMSON: T believe the route T
have mentioned would effect a saving of
something like 100 miles. As the Govern-
ment are sincere in their desire to en-
courage the use of Collie coal, I auggest
that the members for Bunbury and Collie
endeavour to urge the necessity for con-
structing this railway, which should lead
to am inereased output of coal for bunker-
ing purposes,
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Mr, WITHERS (Buabary) [3.9]: I do
not agree with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion when he says it does not matter
whence the coal is shipped. Natvrally the
coal should be shipped from the cheapest
port

Mr, Thomson: That is Albany.

My. WITHERS: And I think Bunbury
can compare favourably with other ports
because the railway freight rates ara mot
g0 high. This comparison, of course, is
made pot with Bunbury and Fremantle
but with Albany and Fremantle. I do not
know the exact figures for Bunbury and
Albany:

Mr, Taylor: Bunbury is the natural port
for Collie coal.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. If there is any
possibility of providing additional rail-
ways from Collie to give shorter routes to
the seaboard, those railways should go to
the port of Bunbury, which already is
carrying on the bunkering trade. When
the Wilga coalfields are developed, they
will be much nearer to Albany than are
the Collie fields. Then, perhaps, Albany
may be able to advance a better claim to
the bunkering trade. We realise that
ships do not call at Bunbury for bunker-
ing only; usually they call becanse they
are in need of eoal to carry them to their
next port. Collie coal has been well
advertised in connection with the fires
that have occurred, but it has been said
that on two or three oecasions the flres
were started purposely, becanse Collie coal
required a little more shovelling by the
firemen than did the coal from overseas.
I know that boats trading from Bunbury
to South Africa bave bunkered Collie coal
and have found it satisfactory. If the
bunkering buosiness were established at
Albany, I do not think ships would ecall
there solely for bunkering. If Bunbury
were given improved facilities, it wounld
command the bulk of the bunkering trade.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [5.12]: What
affects the Collie bunkering trade is the
cost of transport over the railways. We
produce best coal at a cost of 17s. to 18s.
to the buyer, but to take it to Fremantle
costs about 14s. per ton.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: Beeause it
costs g0 much at Collie,
Mr. WILSON: Taik sense! It costs

nearly ag much to carry it over the rail-
ways as to prodnce it. Just imagine what
farmera would say if the railways chargeil
as much for carrying a bushel of wheat as
is cost to grow it! What would be said
if the same applied to a load of sleepers?
In other States the cost of tramsport on
eoal is not one-half of what it is here.
[t is the cost of transport over the rail-
ways that is killing the bunkering trade.
We had a freight rate of a halfpenny per
ton per mile
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Haon. Sir James Mitcheil: At that time
tbe coal was 93, a ton.

Mr. WILBON: No, it was 11s,

Mr. George: In my time it was 8s. 9.

Mr. WILSON: And the hon. member
wanted it for 7s. 9d. and threatened that
if he did not get it for that he would not
take it and would stop the mines at Collie.

Mer. Goorge: I did not,

Mr. WILSON: I will tell
what the hop. member did.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell:
under this motion.

Mr. WILSON: The hon. member put the
pistol to the cosl companies’ heads and
said they could take the 7s, 9d. per ton
or leave it. The men were working omly
two or three days a week at 10s. per day.
That was in 1905 and the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) scandal-
ised Mr. Frank Wilgon in those days.

Mr. George: I did not,

Mr. WILSON: You did.

the House

You cannot

Mr. George: That is incorrect and I de-
mand its withdrawal.

Mr, WILSON: I saw a letter to that
effect. I know it is correct.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber objects to the statement, and says it is
incorrect. The member for Collie must,
therefore, withdraw it.

Mr, WILSON: I am not telling a lie,
but I will withdraw it.

Mr. George: You are mistaken, that 13
all.

Mr, WILSON: T am not mistaken.

Mr. Gearge: You are.

Mr, WILSON: I can bring the hon. mem-
ber evidence of what I say, and I will do
it yet. I bope the Government will do their
best to disabuse the minds of people of the
impression that we have only third or fourth-
class coal in this State. A letter was sent
to the Old Country setting out that the
value of our coal was about two-thirds of
the value of Neweastle coal. That is net
true. Even if it were true, it is wp to the
Government, to assist the industry as mueh
as possible instead of still further embar-
rassing it by the railway freights that are
imposed upon it. In Vietoria the Govern-
ment used to charge less than %d. a ton
for eonl that came from the Wonthaggi
mine.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That was vears
ago. The position is different to-day.

Mr. WILSON: The wages of the coal
miner have not inereased 200 per cent. since
those days. We are now paying about 1344,
per mile for the transport of our coal over
the railways, which works out at abont 14s.
a ton landed at Fremantle. Then the coal
has to be put on board the ship. Collie
coal fetches merely between 17s. 9d. and
19s. per ton at the pit's mouth. If the
transport charges are kept up to the present
figures, Collie coal must of necessity lose
business in the bunkering trade. It also has
ancther competitor in the shape of cil driven
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veysels. The industry will certainly not gain
ground by the disabilities placed wpon Oollia
coal being stressed. Both Albany and Fre-
mantle are each entitled to their natural
advantages. If it costs £2 per ton to get
Collie coal in Albany, as against £2 5s. in
the case of imported coal, we may be sure
that the shipping man will use the £2 35a.
coal. The Minister might take inte com-
sideration the question of reducing the cost
of transport over our railways, so that Collie
coal may be given a chaunee of coming into
its own. The loss to Collie eoal in the bunk-
ering trade represents a clear 100,000 tons
per annum for the past three years, This
meuns that & good many of the miners have
to find other employment, and lumpers aiso
get less work,

Mr. Thomson:
extent?

Mr, WILSON: Yes. As T said it means
the loss of a great deal of money in wages
for those men. If we can get that 100,000
tons back we ghall be deing some good for
the industry. I support the motion.

Has it gone back to that

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle—in re-
ply) [5.20}: One would think from
the tone of the debate that I bad

been nobbled by the big shipping companies.
Of course I am new at this game, and when
I have been here for a few years—that ia,
if T am permitted to remain here—
I shall wo doubt be used to this kind
of thing. I am surprised that the Minister
should tell the House it ought to know what
is at the bottom of it,
Mr. Taylor: They do not like if.

- Mr. SLEEMAN: The Collie coal industry
and the port of Fremantle are at stage.
While 1 am in this House and ecan do any-
thing for the betterment of the industry
and the port, I can assure members that my
voice will be heard in that direction. If 1
find after the fizures have been laid on the
Table that the port charges at Fremantle
are acting detrimentally to that port, I shall
fight for a reduction. There is no ulterior
motive on my part other than to serve the
interests of the eleetorate I represent, and
of our coal industry.

Mr. Taylor: Yon should be careful when
you talk of fight on that side of the House.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister and 1
understand each other. He asked what was
the use of hoats going to Albany for Collie
coal. The people of Fremantle bave not
raised that point, but they do claim that
boats are going there and taking Newcastle
coal and passing Fremantle by. T do not
believe many of the statements that have
been made, and that is why I am asking
for this return. I told the conferenes in
Fremantle, in unmistakable terms, that, in
my opinion, because freiphts were scarce
stenmers were hringing coal from the East-
ern States and overseas and passing Fre-
mantle. If the facts are as stated, and the
letter that has been referred to as having
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been svnt to the Uld Country is acting detri-
mentally to Fremantle, the House will hear
me again on the subject.

Question put aod passed.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [5.26] in
moving the second reading said: Last
sussion the House agreed unanimously that
the method by which people were at pre-
sent enubled to cnter the different profes-
sions was wot all that it might be. Wa
decided that a Royal {‘ommigsion should ba
appointed to inquire into the question of
urbitration, gnd that of persons articled in
the various professions. Some of our pro-
fessionnl laws have not been touched for
many years. The time is now ripe for an
investigation to be made into these laws
with the objeet of bringing to light know-
ledge that will be useful to the publie.
Unfortunately the Commission was not con-
tinved, so that we have not the advantage
of the searching vxamination into this ques-
tion that would doubtless have been made
by it. It is difficult to make an exhaustive
investigation inte the conditions applying
to the professions in the other States with-
nut first visiting those Siates. This Bjll
has necessitated a good deal of inquiry on
my part into the laws and regulations ex-
iating in the other States. It is hut little
use endeavouring to obtain by post the in-
formation required. One would need to
vigit the Eastern States and spend a con-
siderable time there investigating the ecom-
ditions governing the professions. [ hope
the Government will see their way to re-
open that (‘ommission, -insofar as it ap-
plies to the professions. In the case of
industrial arbitration, we now have the
power to put an amended law through this
House,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot
put any sort of Bill through this House.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: You bave the
independent members to deal with.

Mr. BUGHES: Of course the Govern-
ment ¢an eall on the member for Northam
(Hon. Bir Jomes Mitchell}) whenever they
desire, 30 that they may have the benefit
of his vote to pull them ont of a hole. Ha
promigsed they would have his whole-hearted
support, and T bope he is not going back
on lis word.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you want
this Bill to go throngh?

M;, HUGHES: Last session 1 might
have been inclined, un an occasion Tike this,
to eultivate the vote of the hon. member,
but te-day I am independent of it.

Mr. Teesdale: Yon can be gemerouz at
any rate.
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Mr, HUGHES: 1 um generous. I hope
the member for Northam will not gn batk
on his prumise.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I will sup-
purt the Government to the tull extent of
any promise that I have made, but that
does not cover this Bill of yours,

Mr, HUGHES: In the lawa governing
legol practitioners in this State there are
many anomalies. They work out in asuch
a way that certain people are favoured,
wlilst others are not, In the first place
there is no chair of law at our University.
At the lLastern States universities there is
in every vcage a chair of law, at which any
vitizen can attend for the purpose of atudy-
ing the subject; and if he passes the ex-
amination he can get a diploma and put it
in his pocket and walk away.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A lawyer gen-
erally puta fees in his pocket.

Mr., HUGHES: In the Eastern States
one can gtudy law without any intention
of practising law. Many people here con-
sider that we should have a chair of law
-at the Western Australian University, and
it has heen stated that such a chair rounld
be established at a cost of £1,600 for the
first year and £1,300 a year afterwards.
Tn view of the condition of the finances I
do not think such an extension of the Uni-
vergity will be regarded as warranted.
However, we ought to afford our people
the faeilites, us far a3 possible, which they
would have if our University included a
chair of law. Under the Legal Practitioners
Act the Barristers' Board set examinatioms,
but they set them only for persons who are
articled to members of the legal profession.
A citizen of this State who wished to take
the intermediate law examination merely
for his own benefit, witbout intending to
practise law, could not be examined here,
beeause our Barristers’ Board refuses to
examine persoums other than articled clerks
and managing elerks. I c¢onsider that any
persan who wishes to do so should be en-
abled to study law and, if he passes the ex-
amination, obtain a certificate of compe-
tency. The first thing this Bill proposes
ig that the Barristers' Board shall become
an examining hody, to supply, as far as
may he, the want of a chair of law at our
Tniversity. T do not know what objection
there can he to that proposal. The RBill
rerquires the Barristers” Board to examine
any person who presents himself for their
law ezaminations, provided he pays the
entranee fee. Entrance fees nre charged
to cover the cxpense of the examination, and
thus the Rarristers’ Board, or rather the
examiners appointed hy them, will be paid
for the work which this measnre proposes
to require them te do. TFurther, if a
candidate succeeds in passing the exam-
inntion. the board will he obliged tn give
him a certificate to that effect; and he
will be able to put the certificate in his
pocket and do what he likes with it. The
ohjection may be raised that the adoption
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of this proposal wifl throw more work on
the Barristers' Board than the original
Aet intends, Howesver, the work will be
paid foi, as I have stated; and this dis-
poses of that objection. Making the
Barristers” Board an exumining body does
unt mean that the mowent one passes the
examination, oue will he allowed to prac-
tise law, or go into the courts and plead.
me would still have to be admitted by
the Supreme Court, and there are certain
couditions attaching to such admission
after one haw pussed the law examinations.
Two other vital alterations are proposed
by the Bill. (ne iy an alteration in the
present eondition that hefore being
articled a eundidate’ for law must have
passed a preliminary examination, with
regard to which he is allowed the firat two
vears uf his articles to pass it in. There
is alse a provision that people over 30
vears of age, having passed the law ex-
aminations, shall neither be obliged to
serve articles nor to pass any preliminary
examination. A goed deal of objection
has been raised in sume quarters to that
proposal; but, after all, it is not a new
idea. Tndeed, the Bill containa nothing
original. Everything that the measure
proposes is to be found in the statutes of
the Eastern States, or in the regulations
under one or other of those enactments.
As to the preliminary examination, it is
spevified by regulations made under the
Legal Practitioners Aet, which waa passed
in 1893, and it includes the following sub-
jerts, which, hon. members will note, con-
stitute an elementary examination: arith-
metic and algebra up te and including
quadratie equations; Eaglish grammar,
analysis, and composition; Euclid, the
first two books: outlines of English his-
tory from the Norman Conquest to the
present time; Latin—candidates to be pre-
pared to be examined in Cicero’s ‘‘De
Amicitia’’ or Virgil’s ‘‘Aeneid,’’ Book
VI, or such other works as the board may
from time to time direct, It will readily
be perceived that the examimation is not
up to the standard of the junior examina-
tion, exeept as regards the Latin section,
Sinve 1916 the standard of the preliminary
examination bas been raised considerably.
If in the interests of the practice of the
law it is necessary te have a much higher
standard, it would naturally follow that
those lawyers who became admitted as
the result of passing the old preliminary
examination are inferior lawyers. But we
know that that is not zo. Tf one wants a
lawver, one does not inguire whether he
knows the first two books of Eueclid, or
ean work out a quadratic equation: one
inquires whether hr has a good koowledge
of the law and ecan plead the law. I do
not think it would help a lawyer marh
if he were able to work out problems in
the hinomial theorem or by the differential
calenlus, so long as he could not give good,
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sound advice on questions of law, Im the
yvear 1916, however, the standard of the
preliminary examination was raised from
what I have specified to the matriculation

examination preseribed by the University.

of Western Australia for candidates eater-
ing upor the University course for the
degree of Bachelor of Arts, with Latin
and history as vompulsory subjects. 1 de
not think the experience of the Barristers’
Board was such as to lead them to believe
that the lawyers who had come in under
the easy preliminary examination were
not practising their profession satisfac-
torily or were not successful lawyers, and
that therefore it was necessary to raise
the standard of the preliminary examina-
tion, That was not by any means the
object aimed at. Upon the advent of a
Labour Government in 1911, education in
this State was considerably liberalised.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, it was
not.

Mr. HUGHES: I can inform the hon.
member that T had the pleasure of attend-
ing the Boulder Technical School on its
opening night as one of the students, but
that I had to pay 13s. per quarter for
every stbject I took. In those days 15s
meant a little more than a week’s wages
to me. With the advent of Labour into
power the feea were abolished, and the
consequence was that higher education
was made available even to the poorest
sections of the community, This meant
that the preliminary examination became
no bar whatever to entering the legal pro-
fession. If the preliminary examination
had been allowed to remain as it was,
practically any boy who had left school
would have been able to pass it, Accord-
ingly we find the standard of the examina-
tion raiged considerably, so that only the
boy who could pass the senior examina-
tion would be admitted to articles for the
law. I suggest that the object in raising
the standard was to put another brick
wall around the legal profession, and to
keep out, as far as possible, the common
tribe. Although the Jlawyers of to-day
may be generally superior to the lawyers
of vesterday, some very able lawyers were
admitted under the inferior standard of
examination. Tn 1916 the Barristers’
Board issued a regulation to the effect
that the University course for matricula-
tion with a view to the degree of Bachelor
of Arts should be the standard of the
preliminary examination, Latin and his-
tory to be included. Although that regu-
lation may have been obeyed, it was in
part ultra tires, and no one mnecd have
taken any notice of it., Latin is made
compulsory, but the Aet of 1919 pro-
vides—

No person who has matriculated or
graduated at or passed the matricula-
tion examination of any TUniversity of
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Great Britain or Ireland or the Contin-

ent of Australia or the Dominion of

New Zealand shall be reguired to pass

the preliminary examination required

by the rules framed uader the prineipal

Act to be passed by articled clerks.

So that any person who has passed his ma-
triculation cxamination eannot be required
to pass any further preliminary. That
knocks ont completely the contention that
Latin i3 an essential subject, becavse the
preliminary examination for the [niversity
of Western .Australia is English and another
Janguage, aud twoe other subjeets. Any
candidate may therefore pass in English and
French, or English and Greek, or English
and German, und two other subjects, mnot
including Latin, and succeed in getting his
matrienlation certificate. The Act, of
course, is superior to a regulation, and the
regulation which endeavoured to provide
that Latin was an essential subject was,
of course, ultra vires. I am surprised to
find the Barristers' Board, composed of peo-
ple who are supposed to be amongst the best
trained in the Slate, passing a regulation
that was ultra vires,

Hon. S8ir James Mitehell: You are at-
tacking the Barristers' Board now.,

Mr. HUGIIES: No; I am only expressing
surprise at the board working under such
a regulation.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: I am not sur-
prised at anything lawyers do; are you?

Mr. HUGHES: No, nor even what the
hon. member would do.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I could mever
surprise you.

Mr, HUGHES: Whilst it is contended
that Latin is an essential subject, we find
that under the provisions of our own law,
a candidate can be admitted to articles with-
out passing in Latin at all. For some rea-
son that Y am not aware of the Barristers’
Board in 1919 again amended their pre-
liminary and provided that the examination
should be in English, Latin, mathematics,
history, and one other subject selected from
the following liat:—Greek, French, German,
geography, applied mathematics, chemistry,
biology, geology, and agricultural science.
Of these, the candidate had to pass in three
subjects, one of which had te be English and
another language. The board te-day com-
pel any candidate to pass in English and
another language, but whether he passes or
not, he must at least pass in Latin and the
Junior standard. With regard to the pre-
liminary examination, its object appears to
be to ratisfy the board that hefore anvone
is admitted to study law, he should have
sufficient general educatinn to enable him to
undertake the course. ‘There must be an
examination in order te learn something of
the ability of a ecandidate, but I say ad-
visedly-—and many people who oecupy high
positions in connectior with our edueational
system are of the same opinion—that a
schonl leaving certificate cannot he depended
upon as proof of the ahility and intelli-
gence of the person holding it. TIn order
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to asecrtain just what degree of relinnce
can be placed on the eertificate it is neces-
sary to learn the circumstances in which it
was obtained. We know that many youths
in the community are fortunate emough to
have parents who are in a position to kecp
them at school until they are 25 or 26 years
years of age. There are also boys who go
to sehopl until they are 14, and then are
transferred to a college and remain there
until they are 21 or 22, and whe are able
to pass only the senior examination. To
me that eertificate i3 no guoarantee of in-
telligence. Tndeed, it is proof to me that
the individnal is a *“dod.’’ It is a hetter
achievement for the lad who leaves school
at 13 or 14 and starts to earn his own living,
and in his spare time pursues n course
of study without the assistance of highly
trained teachers, and who, in thiz way,
secures his junior certificate. Imagine a
young man having nothing to do except
to remain at sehool wnntil he is 20 or 21
vears of age, and is able only then to get
lis leaving certificate, and then coming
along and declaring, ‘‘T have my leaving
certificate; it is proof that I am a person
of superior intelligence.’” As T gaid before,
we should ascertain the circumstances in
which gueh a certificate was ohtained. Tn
Queensland we find that there is still the
retention of the distinction between a soliei-
tor and a barrister. We find that for bar-
risters there is preseribed a preliminary ex-
amination, and where a person desires to be
entered as a student of law, he can go bafore
the authorities, and if he satisfies them that
he has sufficient general knowledge to un-
dertake the course, they can exempt him
from the neeessity for passing the prelim-
inary, The same thing applies with regard
to the application for articles under a sol-
ieitor. The board there has the right to
say that a man, although he has not had
the privilege of attending a college and bhas
not passed the preseribed examinations, if he
bas had a suffieiently general cducation tbat
will enable him to undertake the required
course of study, the preliminary can be dis-
pensed with. It is there recognised that the
preliminary is not an cssential part of the
qualification. In Queensland also they pre-
seribe in a much inferior form—perhaps
not inferior, but say an easier preliminary
examination—than is the case in the other
States, We preseribe that the preliminary
examination shall be of the matriculation
standard—for solicitors, not for barristers.
In Queensland they preseribe the following
preliminary exam which, it will be admitted,
is of an elementary natnre. Here it is: 1.
(a)Writing from dietation; (b) writing o
short English eomposition; 2, Arithmetic.
3. Algebra-—~to quadratic equations involv-
ing one unknown quantity. 4, Geometry—
Euelid, Looks i., ii., and iil., and easy de-
duetion; 3. geography: 6. history of Eng-
land; 7. Latin (a) grammar {elementary)
and prose composition; (b) translation from
author; 8. one of the following languages:
Greek, French or German, to be selected by
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the candidate. It will thus he seen that
Queenstand is satisfied to have an clementary
examination for entrance to the profession.
It will rot be contended that the legal pro-
fession in Queensland is in any way inferior
to that of any other State. In Vietoria
they are fortunate in having a university
which provides for the preliminary to the
university course in law. In New South
Wales they again recognise the principle
that it is not essential to pass a preliminary
examination where the candidate has an
equivalent knowledge in another direction
which will permit him to undertake the
course, They go further in New South
Wales; they recognise what we should re-
cognise here; they dispeuse with the prelinn-
inary in certain circumstances. They have
added this new subclause to their rules:—

Officers in the public service who have
passet the examinationa preseribed un-
der the DPublic Serviee Act, 1902, by Reg-
ulations 105¢, 116, 119, 127a, and 127h,
or equivalent cxaminations under that
Act: provided (I.) that such officers have
keen in the public service for 15 years and
are over 30 years of age, and (II.) that
in the ecase of officers who were in the
public service on the 1st day of Septem-
ber, 1919, it shall not Le nccessary for
them to have passed the examination pre-
scrihed by Regulation 105¢.

There they dispense wtih the preliminary
examination. In Western Australia before
a person can be articled he must pass the
preliminary examination. One of the clauses
of the Bill I am introducing is designed, not
to abolish the preliminary examiration, noer
to in any way reduce the standard of the ex-
amination presceribed by the board. Our
system of education enables a boy on leaving
the James-strect sehool, where he has passed
his junior examination, to go to the Modern
School. In order to attend that institution
he must go there in the day time. Moreover,
the youth must have parcnts who ean afford
to keep him at school until be is about 18
years of age. Having passed the junior ex-
amination at ahout 16 years of age while at-
tending the State school, the lad is able to
go to the Modern School for at least two

Years. It Dbas to be remembered thas
the  TUniversity  auothorities will net
allow a lad to sit for the senior
examination until two vears after he

has passed the junior examination, Ewven
though a boy may be a genius, and
quite capable of passing the senior examina-
tion a month or so after the junior, he is not
allowed to do so. I make no complaint on
that score, beeause I know that good argu-
ments can be advanced in suppert of the
lapse of two years. The contention is that
if a boy were allowed to take the higher ex-
amination earlier, he would simply eram up
for the test and would not undergo a proper
course of stedy. While that system may ad-
versely affect youths in special instamces, 1
think the general prineiple 13 sound
enough. A lad, however, cannot he
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articled to the Jaw until he has  profession. The Bill goes slightly further
passed the senior examination, This than that, however, with reference to people

means that Lis parents have to keep him
at the Modern School until he is 18 years ot
age, and in muny instances, parents cannot
do it. Last year 43 pupils passed the junior
examination from the James-street school.
All were eligible to go to the Modern Sechool
for the succeeding two years. In October
Iast, however, only 20 of those who passea
were able to continue their atudies. The
parents of the remaining 23 were unable to
keep them for two years without earning
anything for themselves, with the result that,
should any of those boys desire to take up
the law, the legal profession, wnder existing
circemstances, is closed to them. It is not
proposed to abolish the preliminary examing-
tien where such boys are conecrned. No per-
son who complies with the existing con-
ditions under which he has to pass the
variona law examinations, and is required to
be articled for a period of five years, should
be deprived of admission to the bar. The
Barristers’ Board are not asked to give away
one iota of their conditions regarding ex-
aminations, nor would I suggest any redue-
tion 1a the standard of those examinations.
The amendment sought will mean that a boy
having passed the jomior examination, may
be articled to a legal practitiomer, but be-
fore passing the intermediate law examina-
tion he must pass the senior examination at
the University. This will give those boys
whose parents are too poor to send them to
the Modern School for two years, an oppor-
tunity to become articled to & solicitor, and
al! necessary safeguards required by the Bar-
risters’ Board will be observed. The only
relief to those boys will be that the prelim-
inary examination will noet be a con-
dition precedent to the articles. I do
not know what objection there can be
to sich an amendment. Tt will not
mean the lowering of the standard of the
profession, becanse the great test is the final
examination in law; that is the test that
takes the youth te the bar and it is his know-
ledge and ability to pass that test that
brings him werk in the future. It may be
argued that the task of sitting for the vari-
oug examinations within the five-year period
would be too much for such youths. Tha
answer to that coniention is simple. TUntil
the candilate passes his final law examina-
tion he cannot be admitted to the bar and
should he fail to pass it at the end of five
vears, he has to wait for another year. If,
however, the candidate has sufficient know-
ledge, industry ard ability to pass the test, 1
eannot see what objection there should be to
giving him the opportunity to do so. I am
sorrv that onr new parliameatary Lord Hale-
bury is not in his seat as representative of
the West Perth electors at the present mo-
ment, to give us his views, but I do not
think it is asking too much of the Barristers-
Board, when we propose to give those un-
fortunate boys who have not been able to
attend college, a chance to enter the legal

over 30 years of age. The Bill contains an
vxemption that will wipe out the neces-
sity' for the preliminary examination
and articles, The object of the pre-
liminary examination is to ascertain whether
a candidate bas sufficient knowledge to
undertake a course in law. Many men have
ne opportunity to study law until they
reach the mature age of 30 years or more.
Under the present systems the preliminary
examination ig not a bar to keep them out,
but it means that, with the five-year period
he has to serve, there is & delay of two or
three years more before he can be admitted
to the bar. It really means that such men
have to serve their articles for seven years
ingtead of five years. Qenerally speaking,
it may be said that people who to-day are
over 30t years of age had no opportunity
of attending the University of Western
Australia. Many had not even the oppor-
tunity to attend a college. Many sections
of the community are possessed of a good
general education although they may not
have attended universities. They have
more general education than youths who
have just passed their leaving examination.
Accountants, for instance, who sit for their
diploma, have to undertake a ecourse in
commereial and common law. Such men,
who have earmed their own living until
they are 30 vears of age, and have gained
a wide general kmowledge, are surely in a
position to wundertake a legal training!
Sweh accountants have more general and
more gpecial knowledge than can be ae-
qu.red by a eschoolboy who has been gwat-
ting at college unti) he is 21 years of age.
Then we can take a large aumber of the
civil servants, whoe have earned their living
in the public service until they have reached
20 years of age. Tt would pot be
contended that sueh officers had not
ware general knowledge than a boy just
leaving eollege, Many commereial men
sequire  muweh  general knowledge and
a much broader education than is obtained
by schoolboys, because edueation is mnot
merely  knowledge required to enable a
student to pass an examination. We know
that examiners set certain standards and
prescribe certain text-books for the test.
Anyone capable of cramming those books
ean pass the examination and then promptly
forget all they have learnt. Journalists,
too, ought not to be compelled to pass pre-
liminary examinations prior to entering the
legal profession. In carrying out his or-
dinary duties, a pressman, in the course of
15 or 16 years’ experience, mcquires a very
sound gemeral knowledge, and in many in-
stancea i@ much more qualified to undertake
a study of the law than is a boy just
emerged from the university, where be has
heen emgaged in cramming. Of necessity,
journaligts acquire a wide general know-
ledge on general affairs.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. HUGHES: Before tea I was deal-
ing with the question of articles in the
profession and poioting out that the Bill
proposed in certain cases to dispemse with
the service of articles. That is one step
forward from what has already been done
Ly legislation. At present, irrespective of
the qualifications of the applicant, every
person desiring to be admitted to the bar
must serve five years in artieles in addi-
tion to passing his law examination. It
will be said that to dispense with service
in articles is to dispense with the practical
tiuining, A number of persous in the State
to-day are not obliged to serve any articles
whatever. Ouor parent Act provides that
ameng the peraons who shall be eligible for
ndmission to the Bar are barristers admitted
to and entitled to practise in the High
ourts of justive of England and of Ire-
Iand. Suech a man merely passes his law
~gaminations and eata a number of dinnera
at the Inps of Court. Those are the quali-
fications admitting him to the Bar of
barristers in Great Britain. He does not
work in an office, nor does he serve any
apprentigeshipy whatever. The supreme test
is his knowledge of law and ability to
plend. A boy in this State whose parents
van afford to send him to London or
Dublin is entitled to remain there without
any practical work and pass his law ex-
amination, after which without any service
in avr office he ¢an return to thie State,
reside here for asix months, and them be
cligible for admission to the Bar. A num-
ter of our leading lawyers have served mo
articles, for the reason that they ware
fortnnate enough to bhe able to go Home
ard study, and so their service of artieles
was dispensed with. Ts it too much,
then, to ask the same privilege for the

Yoeal man whe passes his law exam-
inations, but who cannot afford to
go to TLondom for the purpose?

What is sufficient in London or in Dublin
should he sufficient in Perth. After all is
said, it i8 more difficnlt to pass an exam-
ipation in  Western Australia than ip
Londen or in Dublin, becaunse at those
larger centres there are available expert
teaching authorities not to be found in
this State.

Mr. Latham: A solicitor at Home is not
admitted vnder those conditions, although
a barrister may be,

AMr, HUGHFES: In thizs State a solivitor
is admitted, for there is no distinetion
hetween the solicitor and the barrister. It
simplv nmounts to this: if one can afiord
to travel 16,000 miles, there is no neces-
sity for his serving articles, A man who
has his living to earn in this State is not
afforded the same privilege as is a man

who has nothing to do but study. The
Bill asks  for the extension to other
citizens of Western Australia of the

privilege aceorded to those who ean afford
to travel 16,000 miles. If this be un-
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ressouable, then every English barrister
practising here ought to be stopped until
he serves his articles. We have but to go
to Victoria to see what value the profes-
sion there places on articles. In the first
place articles there are four years iusteal
of five, It must be admitted thut over
there certain examinations have to be
taken before articieg instead of, as in this
State, afterwards. Any person taking the
degree of Bachelor of Laws at tue Mel-
bourne TUniversity has to serve but nue
year in articles. Has that resulted in a
lowering of the standard of the legal pro-
fesgion in Vietoria? L venture to say it
has not, that the standard in Victorig is
quite equal to that iz Western Australia.
Bat it is realised in Victoria that articles
are by no means essential. A barrister
who is admitted in Queensland or in New
South Wales can move down to Victoria
aud start practising without serving any
articles whatever. So, it is recognised
throughout the profession in Australia
that servive in articles is not required.
In Queensland alse a barrister car be
admitted to the Bar without service of
articles, and atter three years’ practice
u4s a barrister he can be admitted as a
solivitor. Yo it will be seen that in
Queensland solicitors are admitted to the
Bar without any service in articles. In
New South Wales also it is recognised
that five years service in articles 1s not
required. There a Bachelor of Arts or a
Rachelor of Liaws has to serve but three
vears in osrticles before practising, [o
Tasmania they go even a step further.
The usual term is five years, but if the
candidate has passed the B.A. degrea be-
tore admission his articles are reduced to
four years, while if he passes the Bachelor
of Laws degree before being admitted his
articles are reduced to three years: ind
if he payses the Bachelor of Laws w..ee
Lefore being articled, he has to serve hut
two vears in articles. In South Australia,
if the candidate passes the depgree of
Bachbelor of Laws or Bachelor of Arts be.
fore or during his articles, his service in
artivles iy reduced to three years; and if
he has taken his degree in New South
Wales or in Queensland he can practise
in South Australia without serving any
articles whatever. In our own State there
are similar reductions for thase having
the B.A. degree. 8o, while we compel nur
loral residents to serve five years 1o
articles, a numerocns section of the com-
munity who can afford to go to another
State or to the Old Country for their
study are not required to serve any
articles. Yet it has never been contended
that the legal profession im otker Aus-
tralian States or in England is inferior to
our own. Seeing that these experiments
have proved sucecessful in other States,
it is not too much to ask the House to
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give equal opportunity to our own people.
The Bill contains a provision for the
bevefit of managing elerks. After 10
years service in a solicitors’ eifice a man-
aging clerk may be admitted by passing
a fipal examination in law. Managing
clerks are required to pass the whole of
their sulijects at the one examination, and
tliey have a legitimate grievance. I am
assurell that when they sit for examina-
tion and are not included in the list of
passes, thex are given no infermation
as to the subjects in which they fail
Therefore they have no indication as to
their weak subjects, and may give special
attention to subjeets in which they have
done well. Managing clerks have to serve
10 years in a solicitor ' office before being
permitted to sit for the examination. For
an articled clerk five years is considered
sufficient if he has passed his examina-
tion in law. The Bill proposes that where
a eandidate has been successful in at least
two subjects, he sball not he again re-
quired to pass in those subjects. That is
taken from the regulations of the Council
of Legal Education in Victoria. I am of
gpinion that a man can get a better grip
of subjects if he specialises in one and
then gives his whole attention to another,
rather than by trying to cram a little of
several subjects each year. There is room
for differences of opinion on this point.
In New South Wales, candidates imstead
of taking the final examination in law in
two parts, sit for examination every six
months. There are six subjects, and a
graduate may take the first and second
sections six months after his artieles.
Having passed in those he takes the third
and fourth sections in another six months
and so on. Thus he has four different
examinations for the whole of his sec-
tions. Instead of acquiring a swattering
of five or six subjects for each examina-
tion he is able to speecialise in each subjsct
in turn. and at the end of his course is
able to claim that he has made an
exhaustive stady of each subject. The
supreuns test is that the eandidate has
a sound knowledge of law. When a client
ronsults u eolicitor he wants good, sound
legal advice, and when a party goes to the
court he wants a barrister who possesses a
knowledge of the law and is capable plead-
ing his case.

Mr. North: Do yon think the present
market will stand a large influx of lawyersf

Mr. HUGHES: If the Bill be passed,
in two years time I think there will be a
decided exodus of the present legal praecti-
tioners,

Mr. Davy: To make room for the new
ones?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes,

Mr, Davy: Have vou anyone in mind?

Mr. HUGGHES: T think many of them
woul? he generous enough to go out and
give the new ones a chance.

[ASSEMBLY,]

Mr. Taylor: That is the only chanee
some of you will have,

Mr. HUGHES: If members adopted the
principle that they were not prepared to
give all sections of the community an equal
opportunity simply becaise a particular
talling was already well filled, it would
lead to an absurd state of affairs.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We would have
only 49 members in Parliament.

Mr, HUGHES: It would be a serious
interference with the liberty of the subject.

Mr. Dtavy: We shall not take up that
attitude.

Mr. HCGUHES: If we sail there were
sofiicient carpenters in the State, and re-
fuded to admit any more, the member for
Clareiwont would be one of the first to
|rrutest.

Mr. George interjected.

Mr. HUGHES: I kuow of no trades
union that excludes members. The legal
profession, the mediecal profession, the
dentists and the architects have set a
standard of unionism which, if adopted by
the trades unions, would save a lot of
trouble. Therefore T have no quarrel with
them on that secore. One object of the Bill
is to make the Barristers’ Board the ex-
amining board and supply one thing that
is lacking at our University—a chair of
law. In this way we can supply that want
without any cost to the country. Why
should mot any ecitizen be permitted to
study for a law examination or for amny
other examination, and put his certificate
in his pocket and do what he likes with it?

Mr, MacCallum Smith: Why should not
anyone be a doctor?

Mr, HUGHES: Why should not the pro-
fesgions be liberalised all round? Why
should not the sons of working men have
an equal opportunity with the sons of
wealthy men? Why not break down all
the barriers that tend te keep the profes-
sion exclusive to all who ean afford to live
without work until they reach the age of
25! Why should we say, ‘‘Unless your
father tan keep you until you are 25 or 26,
You camnot enter this profession’’? Why
should we make talent the one considera-
tion! Why can we nol place al)l our citi-
zens on the same footing? If 2,000 per-
gons have passed the examination, so much
the better, for the people can then pick and
choose whom to employ.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: You restricted
the number of apprentices in some trades.

Mr. HUGHES: I remember, when it was
stated that there were 197 fewer appren-
tices in the Midland Junetion workshops
than were allowed by law, that the hon.
member did not raise his voice in protest
against it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What bas all
this to do with the Bill?

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member wishes
to let that painful subject die.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not at all,
but I want you to keep to the Bill. We
shall not know what is in it soon.

Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. memhber will
keep members on his side in order, I will
not have to rake up these painful subjects.

Mr. Taylor: You should not stonewall
your own Bill.

Mr, HUGHES: I will make out my ease
a5 I choose. The features of the Bill are
well defined. There is nothing in it that
is not already in operation in thizs State,
or one of the other States. 1 commend it
to the House, and will have no objection
to any amendment that will improve it.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

OUn motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—PERTH MARKETS.
To inguire by Seciect Commiltee.

Debate resumed from the 27th August on
motion by Mr. Mann—

That a sclect committee be appointed to
inquire into the establishment of markets
for the betler sale and disiribution of pro-
duce, sncluding the condilions governing
transport, sale and distribution of meat
withkin the metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, M. F, Troy—M¢t. Magnet) [8.4]: I
think the House might well agree to the
motion. It must be admitted that Perth is
the one city in Australia that dees not en-
joy the facilities of up-to-date markets. It
is remarkable that so many years have
elapsed in the progress of the country with-
out some provision being made to overcome
thig position. During the last Parliament
the member for Perth (Mr. Mann) intro.
duced a measure to give the Perth City
Council the right to establish markets. The
Bill was so lacking in moderation that it
was incontinently thrown out by this Cham-
ber. Had it been more moderate in tone,
and had it considered the interests of the
producers to a greater degree, I have no
douht it would have met with general ac-
ceptance. The present method of marketing
produce in this country is very unsatisfae-
tory. The markets are distributed all over
the city, with the result that the handling
charges, a3 well as the overhead charges,
are high and impose a heavy burden upon
the chief enfferers, the producers. The
salesmen do not suffer, because they work
upon fixed charges.  Whether the com-
madity is 2s. or £2 they take their percent-
age, and the producers bear the loss.

Mr. Mann: Likewise the earrier.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When a deputation waited upon me a few
months ago, representative of a certain see-
tion of the market auwctioneers, I said I
thoonght the quaestion of marketing was the
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particular function of the municipality of
Perth, and that if the municipality were
preparcd to make reasonable overtures to the
Government, I would submit them to Cab-
inet. Councillor Simper agreed to approach
the couneil, but nothing has heen done,
for I have heard no more of the matter.
The provision of up-to-date markets has for
some years been an accomplished fact in
the capitals of New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland, and South Australia, but I can-
not speak for Tasmania. These markets are
under municipal control, and the whole bus-
iness is arranged under that authority. This
i3 what should be done in Perth. Up-to-date
markets must of necessity be provided with
eold storage faecilities. No market would be
complete without these facilitics. The re-
frigerating space in the city is in the Wel-
lington-street markets, which are owned by
the Guvernment, and are leased to the Pub-
lic Works Department and the Agricultural
Department. It is not an attractive place,
and is completely out of date. Were it not
that it offers facilities to the people where
no otiters exist, the market would not be oe-
cupied to-day. The rentals are not high;
in fact, we are making a less on them; but
we are providing much needed accommoda-
tion for the storage of meat, fruit, cggs,
and other commodities, for whieh storage ac-
commodation has not been provided else-
where in the city. We have there actommo-
dation for 6,000 cases of fruit. I am glad
to say that most of the time the accommo-
dation is fully taxed. The member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) referred to the necessity
for storage for meat supplies. There are
times when, peculiar as it may seem, there
is a shortage of meat in Perth, as there is
now, I am afraid we shall have another
shortage next year,

Mr. Mann: We have had it for the last
four years.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTRE:
Probably so. The Government, however,
have taken every possible step to relieve that
shortage. Had it not been for our efforts
in this direction, meat would to-day he
standing at a prohibitive price to the con-
sumer. The Government have not heen able
to {o all that might have been done, for
there are insurmountable olistacles to bhe
orercome. The whole of the Wyndham
meat supplies had been sold to Belgian bujy-
org before this Government came into office.
This contract has to be fulfilled, otherwise
the Belgian people will buy against the
meat works, I am inelined to think the
works cannot supply the contract in full,
hecause of the shortage of meat in the Kim-
berleys consequent upon bad seasons. Fur-
thermore, we have heen unable to bring cat-
tle lown, hecause the previous (GGovernment
entered into contracts for the whole of the
shipping space. A few firms now hold all
the space, and ean monopolise the market.
The Government are now aupplying a great
quantity of meat from the cold store to
local butchers. The arrangement is that
wholesalers undertake to supply the retail
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butchers at 14d. to 4d. per Ib. above the
prices at which they purchasze from the Gov-
erniment, these to include storage and cost
of delivery, and they also have to take the
risk of bad debts. The firms that are sup-
plied by the Government with frozen meat
ure Messrs. Buker Bros, and the Aachorage
Butchers, Fremantle; MecIntosh, Fry, and
Mawley, Claremont; Lange & Co., Midland
Junection; Phillips & Co., Perth City Mas-
kets; Warner, Fremantle; Clancy, Perth;
Painter, Mundaring; Clarke &  Phillips,
Northam; Donald & Co., Northam; Honisett
& Co,, Albany; Dundas, Midland Junetion;
and Anderson Bros, Perih. These are the
firms that supply the whole of the retail
hutchers in the metropolitan area. They
alse have nomerous cliemts in the country
districts, and quite a fair quantity of meat
hiis Leen sent down the line. I am glad tn
say the beef has been received with universal
satisfaction on the market. On the gold-
fields, however, the butchers apparently have
some objection to frozen meat. In Perth a
few years ago the buitchers would not handle
it, aud notices were posted in their shops
that no Wyndham meat was sold there. To-
day, however, they are quite ready to take
in supplies of frozen meat,

Hon. 8Sir James Mitchell: Because there is
a shortage,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have proved conclusively that frozen
meat is acceptable to the publie, and that
there is no objection to it. Those of us
who have tasted it know what a good com-
modity it is. The prices charged by the

" retailers to the comsumers are as follows:
With the exception ef rump steak and fillet,
which are 1s. and 1s. 2. a lh. respectively,
the prices range from 5d. to 8d, This meat
has been stored at Fremantle where there
are cold storage faeilities, and@ this year
we have been instrumental in plaeing on the
market approximately 950 tons of frozen
meat.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell;
have to give for this meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
We buy the frozen meat from Wymdham.
To-day, however, we are buying heef from
Queensland. We have to do that, and pay a
higher price, because Queensland beef is of
mueh better quality than the Western Aus-
tralian this year. The strongest reason, how-
ever, is that the Wyndham contract must be
kept np. The Government are not responsible
for the short supply from Wyndham.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What are you
paving for the Queensland meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have not the figures here.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: Less than a balf-
penny mare than the Wyndham meat coats.

Mr, Teesdale: Whose opinion is it tnat
thr Queensland beef is better than oursf?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The experts consider that on aceount of the
dreaght here the Queensland meat is better
than this vear’s supply from Wyndham.

What do you

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The people here
would not have frozen imeat last year,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know about that, but this year they
had to have it, If the butchers had not taken
the frozem mcat this year, thus relieving
the caommunity in the metropolitan area, the
lovernment would have taken steps to place
frozen meat on the market. The butchers
were faced with that alternative. We are not
going to allow the community at large to
he explvited by a few persons here. That
is the reason why we brought meat across
from Brigbane. Had the Government not
done that, thousands of people would not
have been able to huy beef, which would
have been at a prohibitive price. I presume
that next year the Governmeat will have to
do the very same thing. The member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) is not quite correct in
saying that there is no cold storage for meat
here. At the Westralian Meat Works’ pre-
mises at Owen'’s Anchorage, there is accom-
modation for large supplies of meat and
fruit, if only that accommodation is made
use of; and I am hopeful that the present
Government will make the necessary con-
tracts for meat next year, and that the
same accommodation will be used for the
full requirements of the people aa the Gov-
ernment made wvse of this year.

Moember: The Frewantle freezers shoutd
be fully uvsed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
They will be, for thie reason, that the Gav-
ernment have entered into a 10-years’ agree-
ment for a part of those premises. I have
told delegation after delegation who have
asked the Government to ereet sold storage
premises at Fremantle, that they should
make use of those premises, in whieh the
Government have a large amount of money
invested, and that it iz wrong to ask the
Fovernment practically to waste public money
in putting wp additional premises a few
miles away. When in Melbourne I made in-
quiries into the queation of cold storage 1n
Vietoria, and T found that all the cald stor-
age accommodation is in Melbourne. We
have these fine premises at Fremantle, and
the country should be saved from the expen-
diture of monecy on buildings which for the
present could be only ornamental. T have
no objection to the motion. The time is
vipe For something to be done in the diree-
tion indicated. Apart from the comsumer,
who muat be considered, and apart from the
auctioneer, who has a business interest in the
matter, the producers of this country are en-
titled to the best facilities for the marketing
of their products. As that is in keeping
with the policy and prineiples of the present
Government, I hope the result of the select
committee’s labours will be to put up a
proposition either to this Parliament, or for
preference to the Perth City Council, for
the provision here in the city of Perth of
as up-to-date marketing facilities for all
classes of people as cam be found in any
city in Aestralia.
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Hop. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
|820): I am glad the Minister has raised
no objection to the appointment of the pro-
posed select eommittee to inquire into the
vexed question of marketing. That question
has been considered by this House on many
oveasions, 1 have g lively recollection of the
opposition offered to the Bill submitted two
or thre: years ago by the Perth City Coun-
cil through the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann).

Mr. Lambert: That was a bezotifol Bill

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We do
want facilitics for the sale of produee in
Perth, both in the growera’ interests and the
consumers’ interests, The Minister dealt
specially with the meat guestion. Had he
not done so, [ would not be taking up the
time of the House, becavse all I want is
the proposed inquiry. The Minister referred
to the sale of meat from Wyndham, and
apparently he censured the late Government
tor having sold Wyndham meat. His
statement was that we had sold all the out-
put of the Wyandham Meat Works to the

Belgiang. We sold 4,000 tons to the Bel-
gians.

The Minister for Agriculture: The meat
cannot be supplied.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It 13 nue

the fault of the late Government or of the
present Government that the stock which was
expected to be available is not available.
However, the sale to the Belgians is very
satisfactory, the price being nearly 4d. per
Ib. Moreover, 4,000 tons of meat is a very
small quantity indeed to be sold from the
Wyndham worka. There hay been s drought
from Wyndham to the Leeuwin, and the
drought at Wyndham has resulted in a short-
age of fat cattle. The works there were cap-
able of killing all the becf required by the
people of Western Australia—every ounce of
it—over and above the 4,000 tons sold to
the Belgians, The present Government may
be, and no doubt are, a very clever and wise
and farseeing Government. They may be
ahle to call vpon the heavens to give
down their moisture whenever it is
needed. But, even if they ecan do
those things, they will have to sell
shiploads of meat from the Wyndham
warks. I hope that next year they will be
able to sell fonr times the quantity sold
this year.

The Minister for Agriculture: The sup-
plies wilt not be available.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There ave
nearly 800,000 head of cattle in the Kim-
berleys., Of course the cattle are not fat.
Strange to say, it was expected that in
addition to the 4,000 tons =sold to the
Belgians, 900 tons of Wyndham meat would
ke available far our own market. Howerver,
the fat cattle are not there. The Colonial
Seeretary referred to this matter, and said
the previons Government had sold all the
Wyndham mest, and so the poor people of
Perth, who a year apo would not look at
frozen meat, had been denied the right to
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buy frozen meat from Wyadham, The
trth is, simply, that the rains did not come
and that the cattle are not fat. People
are not poing to eat frozen meat if they
can get fresh, and they would be very un-
wise if they Jid. Fresh meat ig very much
better than frozen.

Mr. Teepdale: No, it is not.

Hou. &ir JAMES MITCHELL :
doubtedly it is.

The Minister for Agricultvre: If frozen
meat is properly thawed out, it iz just as
good ag fresh.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: These
who know say it is not.

Tna-

The Minister for Agriculture: Those
who have tasted say it is.
lUon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: [ dare

say frozen meat is very nice to eat. I
iike it very mueh myself. Bui it is not
as good for pecple as fresh meat.

Mr. Lutey: Good frozen meat is better
than bad fresh. Fresh meat is not too
good when it has fravelled from the North-
‘West, and been knocked about, and lost
weight.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : But
gouod fresh meat is better than bad frozen
meat. We expected to bring down 900
tons of meat from Wyndham. The Min-
ister says the Government bought in Queena-
land 950 tons at a very moderate price,
the Queensland meat being of better
quality this year than the Wyndham frozen
meat. I am glad, therefore, that the
Belgians have got our meat while we are
getting better meat from Queensland on
advantageous terms. Ministers need not
worry about what they would bave done;
if they had been in office at the time, they
would have sold the 4,000 tons to the
Belgiana. They will have to sell meat from
Wyndham next vear.

The Minister for Agriculture: But we
are making provision to supply our people
in the Bouth.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Any
Government would do so if they knew of
the necessity. But there was no means of
knowing that there would be a drought.
T admit wisdom is on the Treasury bench.

The Minister for Agriculture: There was
a droupht last year in the Murchison and
in the North. There has not been a good
season for three vears in the whole of the
North-West,

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL : Tha
Kimberley season was very good last year.
We bronght dewn 300 tons of meat lasi
vear from Wyndham.

Mr, Heron: And it was put on the mar-
ket this year.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: No, it was not.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Hongrary Minister made 2 row ahout that
frozen meat. Where is that apeech of hiz?

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: T shall make 2 row
again if frozen meat is again put into Gav.
ernment institutinne at the fresh meat price
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of 5d. instead of the frozen eat price of
3d.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Last
vear the people here did not want Wynd-
ham frozen meat, and so it was available
for them this year.

Hon. 3. W. Munsie: The people wanted
it, but the butehers would not have it.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: A fear-
ful row was made by the Honorary Minis-
ter about the sale of frozen meat Jast year,
and so the people would have fresh meat.
The Minister for Mines spoke about thaw-
ing frozen meat properly. There are no
facilities for thawing here, The frozen
meat has to be taken to the homes, and
c¢unnot be thawed properly.

The Minister for Lands: It is
meat, as good es the fresh,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Not as
good as the fresh.

The Minister for Agriculture:
is. I have had it this year myself.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
Lad it too, and it is very nice to eat; but
it is not as good for the people as fresh
meat.

The Minister for Railways: One gets
nothing but frozen meat om board ship.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad the select committee is to be appointed,
und I hope the inguiry will lead to the
establishment of adequate markets in Perth.
It will be a very happy day for the grow-
ers of produce when they have a central
place in which to sell their produce, and it
will be a very good thing for the people of
Perth to have a central market to which
they may go to procure all their require-
ments. The grower of fruit, at any rate,
has diffieulty in marketing his produce.
Probably the establishment of central, eon-
venient, and properly eguipped markeis
would lead to an ample supply of fruit for
the people, and if the people of this Siate
had all the fruit they want to have, there
would be very little to spare from the
25,000 acres we have under orchards. But
one-half of our people never see fruit, and
it is only the other half who buy fruit, and
8¢ the supply is far more thar the require-
ments, I repeat, I am indeed glad that
the Government have seen fit to agree to
the motion moved by the member for Perth.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.30]: I
am pleased that the motion before the
House has been moved by the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann). It has been stated that
the seience of distribution as we know it is
clumsy and costly. It is the consumer who
has to pay for that system. Reference was
made hy the Leader of the Opposition to
the Bill introduced last session by the mem-
ber for Perth. That Bill sought to confer
arbitrary and comprehensive powers on the
Perth Munieipal Couneil which were not ae-
ceptable to the House. Tn no sense should
that decision convey the idea that Parlia-
ment was unmindful of the need for better

good

Yes, it
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organisation of the distribution of food-
stuffs and perishable products required in
the eity. The American Congress appointed
a joint committee to inquire into the ques-
tion of distribution, dealing with the prob-
lem purely aa a seience. The committes
was not lnassed in any way. It is pleasing
to sec those holding political views different
from the views of members sitting on the Gov-
ernment side of the House, beginning to re-
alise that there is something underlying the
theeries that have been for so long preached
by (iovernment supporters. The idea of al-
lowing promiscuous distribution to remain
in the hands of those desirous of prefiting
by it, should not be tolerated.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Well, the mem-
her for Perth haa moved the motion!

Mr. LAMBERT: But that hon. member
is just as erusty and hide-bound respecting
bis political opinions as are many others
associated with him,

Mr, North: Like the Americans you ve-
ferred to just now?

Mr. LAMBERT: It may be conceded that
the Americans, when they endeavour to lay
down some basis for scientific research, re-
specting the distribution of produetion or
of anything else, will attempt to secure a
solution along sciontific lines. With some
peopie, however, it would appear that they
desire to adhere to obsolete political
ideas——

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You are rather
rough on your friends.

Mr, LAMBERT: and outlive
theories they prate about so often.

Mr. George: You are the most hide-bound
man in this Chamber!

Mr. North: And you are a business man
at that.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope I am not so
hide-bound as the member for Murray-
‘Wellington (Mr. George). In their report
the American joint commitiee said—

Cities prew and became market places
of agriculture. Inventive genivue perfected
machines to relieve more and more hand
lahour and to produce goods in greater
volume—

This is a general summary which is remark-
able in its way—

—Working days became shorter and time

and opportunity for reereation became

greater—
That would not please the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington—

—ZFEqQueation and travel created a desire

for comfort, convenience and refinement

not dreamed of in earlier generations—
That would meet with vioclent copflict on
the part of some of those holding the hide-
bound political ideas I referred to just
now—

—TJInvention after invention revolutionised
habits and customs. Electricity added to
the length of the day by lighting cities
and providing means of rapid, comfort-
able locomotion. Telephone and tele-
graph extended communication and nation-
alised industry, commerce and finance.

the
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Mr, Teesdale:
from? ‘‘Tit-Bits.”’

Mr. Withers: No; ‘‘ Answers.’’

Mr. LAMBERT: At any rate, I am not
likely to inflict upon the,House any disser-
tation indulged in by the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr, Teesdale). The Committee
in their report proceeded—

Refrigeration revolutionised the trans-
portation and storage of food products
and changed the living habits of the
Nation. Fruits, vegetables and fresh
meats were transported to distant mar-
kets, the production of the whole country
was made available to the large consum-
ing centres and crops of seasonable pro-

What are you quoting

duction were offered to consumers
throughout the greater portion of the
year. The consumer came to accept un-

usual service and convenience as a matter
of courge, and finally to demand meore.
Ench mew service and convenience drew
additional people into the activities of dis-
tribntion. Time saving, convenience, com-
fort and satisfaetion beecame the deter-
mining factors in the excellency of service.

In a general way the report of the joint
committee proceeds to summarise the position
in order to draw ecertain basic eonclusions
relating to the science of distribution. We
find in our comparatively small village to-
day, the same problem confronting us.
Those who are engaged in the seienee of
distribution merely for monetary gain, have
not carried out their functions as might
have been expected of them. 1t is essential
that Parliament shall realise the nceessities
of the position, no less in the interests of the
proedocer than of the consumer, by creating
some legiglative means whereby those en-
gaged in our present unscientific, clumsy
and costly system of distribotion shall be
done away with. I know the member for
Perth has given considerable attention to
this important subject. That may be said
to his credit. He is peculiarly icnterested in
the subject because he is the representative
of the metropolitan area. We are all in-
terested in the question, however, as repre-
senting the producers of Western Australia.
On ali hands we hear producers stating that
they are convinced that the existing system
of marketing should not be tolerated by
Parliament or by the peaple for any longer
than is necessary to enable public men to
realise their responsibilities. Clumsy efforis
have hecn made at distribution.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You are eom-
plimentary to the people who have gone
before. You were a municipal councillor
yourself at one time.

Mr. LAMBERT: With all due respect to
them, I do not know that I have any par-
ticular objection to councillors.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They will be
very much obliged to you for that admis-
sion.

Mr. Taylor: Yon have changed your views
since last year,

Mr. LAMBERT: If kept within the four
corners of the Municipal Corporations ict,
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I do not know that it may not be conceded
that municipal councillors are carrying out
duties unselfishly and worthily.

Mr. George: This is your apology for
your former apeeches,

Mr, LAMBERT: Yhen they seek to
take part in larger spheres of public activi-
ties, they are apt to be deseribed as bum-
bles by some people.

The Minister for Lands: They make mis-
takes because they are tied up by legislation
provided by Parliament,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that it
would be a good idea if we took away the
hobbles and fetters from mumicipal roun-
cillors and enabled them to embark upon
wider spheres of usefulness, Perhaps Par-
liament might be unnecessary then. I
will draw swerds with the Minister on that
question at some future date. Tor the
present we are considering the necesmity
for providing cheaper and less clumsy but
more scientific means for distribution of
foodstuffs. It is pleasing to know that
hon. members are prepared to take  the
motion seriously. I do not know that we
regarded last tession’s Bill seriously.

Mr. Thomson : Indeed we did.
chucked it outl

Mr. Mann: You did not understand it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the select com-
mittee to be appointed will realise to the
full the great importance of this question.
I trust they will endeavour to lay down
basic¢ principles upon which we may build
a system of distribution equally satisfac-
tory and acceptable to the consumer as to
the producer, It is essential that hoth
interests shall be safeguarded. We must
have a clear and logical review of the posi-
tion ag it obtaing to-day and as it should
obtain under altered conditions. I hardly
like to quote the full text of the report of
the joint committee appointed by the
Ameriean Congress, but if one can under-
stand language concretely presented and
technically and scientifically correct, one
must appreeiate the significance .of the
findings. 1 have pleasure in anpporting
the motion and I hope that as an outcome
of the deliberations of the select com-
mittes, their work will not be shelved, but
that Parliament will have ample oppor-
tunity to consider the recommerndations.
I hope we shall be uble to reconcile the
conflicting views of the consumer and of
the producer. I trust we shall arrive at
a fair decision which may not, however,
allow the City Counecil to completely cou-
trol the distribution of foodstuffs within
the wmetropolitan area. I hope that the
ultimate result will be to safeguard the
interests of all parties in such a way that
we shall po longer have the existing
shameful, ¢lumsy and unscientific method
of distribution.

We

Mr, THOMSON (EKatanning) {8.43]: I
congratulate the member for Perth (Mr.
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Mann) upoen profiting by his experience
during the last Parliament. The Bill he
introduced then was promptly turned
down by the House hecause it practically
vested in the City Counecil cogtrol over
the whale of the produce that came into
the metropolitan area. That may not have
be«n the intention of the framers of tbe
Bill, but that wonld bave been the effect
of it. e considered that measure would
huve been detrimental to the producers.
I trust the commitiee to be appoivted will
rousider every phase of the problem as
set out in the motion. (Ine aspeet relates
to the better sale and distribution of pro-
duce. If the committee aceomplish some-
thing beneficial to the preducers im that
respect, they will have done something of
importance. Thbe same thing applies to the
sevond objeet, nnomely, better conditions
governing the transport, sale and distriba-
tion of meat within the metropolitan area,
I trost the select committee will go into
this question from two viewpoints: Oune
to see that the consumers get their re-
guirements at a reasonable priee, and the
other to see that the producer gets a
reasonahle price for his preduce.

The Minister for Lands: The only way
you can do that is through the State.

Mr. THOMSOXN: T hope the State will
materially assist by reducing the cost of
trausport to the metropolitan market.
That is the only way in which the State
can assist. If the Minister suggests that
the «ontrol of distribution should be
plared in the hands of the State, I cannot
agree with him.

Mr. (lvdesdale:
pected to.

Mr. THOMSON: No, we are building
up too many State departments as it is;
we should leave a little to private enter-
prise. T commend to the consideration of
the select committee the eo-operative
mnvement.

Mr. Heron: That is not wholly success.
ful.

Mr. THOMSON: Only for lack of
efticient management. That is one of the
diffirulties confromting the State trading
enncerns. Nevertheless if we are to supply
consumers with cheap produce, and at the
same time give the producers reasomable
pricea for their products, it can only be
donr through the co-operative movement.
T hzve pleasure in smnpporting the motion.

You couldn’t be ex-

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [8.48]: 1
it pleased fo see that members, as they
chimge feom one side of the House to the
other, chanme also their views on important
non-party questions.  Last vear, when we
were discussing the Bill giving to the City
Couneil power to handle all produce coming
into the metropolitan area, the member for
‘Ceodgardie (Mr. Tambert) had something to
sav. To-night we have henrd his remarks
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on a similar subject. It needs no comment
from me to point out the changed opinion.
Last year the hon. member said:—

The clause gives the City Counecil fuil
and abhsolute power to landle certain
specifie] goods. Power is sought to frame
regulations whereby any merchandise can
be brought under the authority of the
Uity Council, We have heard the big drum
heaten by onr eloguent friend the member
for ¥ast Perth, and we have heard of the
desires of the City Couneil for central mar-
kets; hut we have heard nothing as to the
proteetion of the producer who will send
his produce te the markets and hand it
uver to a band of burgling bumbles whose
power should he caretully and properly
serutinised before they are given any more.

To-night, apparently, the motion does not go
far enough for the member for Coolgardie.
The hun, member teels there is nobody more
capable of handling anything than are those
eapable men of to-day who were bungling
bumbles lart year. What is the value of
statements made by members on great and
important yuestions that have no bearing up-
on parties? One year we are told that cer-
tain men are not fit to do anything, while
next year it is impressed upon us that they
are capable of anything and everythipg, 1
merely rore to point out to new members the
value of the elojuence of the member for
Coolgardie. T will support the motion,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Minister
—Hannans)} [8.511: T would not have said
anything on the motion but for two state-
ments that have been made: Ome by the
mover of the motion the other day, and the
other by the Leader of the Opposition to-
nirlt. Lot me take the last one first. The
Leader of the Opposition conveved the im-
pression that, last year or the year before, 1
and Mr, McCallum, now Minister for Works,
were responsible for the difficulty the then
Primier had in getting rid of some frozen
meat he had brought down from the North.
West. The plaint was that we had opposed
the use of frozen meat. In giving such an
im)rression the Leader of the Opposition was
not jnstified. I challenge him or any other
memher to find in ‘*Hansard’’ one word
from me or from the Minister for Works
ccodemnatory of frozen meat, In point of
faet we spoke in the highest terms of the
quality of frozen meat. What we objected
to was the aupplring of frozen meat to Gov-
ernment institutions by a contractor under a
contract distinetly specifyving fresh meat. It
my memory he not at fault, the contract
prire was 3144, per lb,, taking half g bullock
at a time. Instead of supplying fresh meat
ta the imatitutions, that contractor was pur-
ehasing frozen meat from the (Government at
34. per lh. and supplying it to the institn-
tiona at 5d. per 1b,, in some instapces with-
ont even handling it,

Mr. Marn: You supgpested that frozen
meat was not good enough for sick people
in the asylum.
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Hon. 5. W, MUXSIE: XNothing of the
kiud. If the hon. member will consult ¢* Han-
socd’ be will find that I suggested the same
contractor was supplying to the institution
sc-ealled mince that contained liver, lights
aud heart, with a thin veneer of real mince
over the top. We certainly did complain
that that was not a switable foed to supply
to sick patients.

Ar. Taylor: The hon member suid that
frozen meat was no good, and that chilled
maat wag not much better. He said he would
not have frozem meat on his mind.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: You ean turn up
‘‘Hansard’’ and see exzactly what I did
say. That is as far as I want to go with
the statement of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. The member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
also gave a wrong impression. He said the
first lot of frozen meat put on the metropoli-
tan market thizs year by the present Gov-
ernment——

Mr. Mann;
(Government,

Hon, 8 W. MUNSIE:——was imported
by the Mitchell Government and held in cold
storage for 12 months.

Mr, Mann: Well, that is correct.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It is entirely in-
correct. I can see now that the hon, member
did mean what he said. At least five weeks
prior to election day the Government did not
have a single pound of frozen meat in cold
starage in this State.

Mr. Mann: The words ‘‘ this Government ’’
are your own. [ said the first frozen meat
put on the metropolitan market this year
came Jown from Wyndham last year.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: The hen. member
is quite wrong. I went so far as to get the
actual figures, and I can let the hon, mem-
ber have them. The first frozen meat put
on the metropolitan market this year by the
present Government was imported by the
Government. Not a single pound was held
over from last year. The Leader of the Op-
position complained that my attitude and
that of the Minister for Works was respou-
sible for his not being able to get rid of the
frozen meat last year.

Mr. Teesdale: He did not say that straight
out.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No, but he im-
plied it. My experience has taught me this:
Had we not taken a firmer stand than did
the late Government, there would have been
no frozen meat on the market this year other
than what was sold to the neople as fresh
meat. OF the first shipment landed here this
year at least 95 per eent. was sold to the
people as fresh meat at fresh meat prices. L
repeat that, When the seconid shipment ar-
rived, we entered into negotiations to secure
a benefit, not to the wholesale hutcher, but
to the general public.

Mr, Mann: How murh did you get from
Wyndham altogethert

Bon. 8. W, MUNSIFE: The Minister gave
you the figures to-night.

[ did not say the present
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Mr. Mann: You have not brought down
enough tv keep one wholesale buteher going
for a week,

Mr, Lutey:
tons.

Mr. Mann: Not from Wyndham,

Hon, %, W, MUNSJE: We have brought
down from Wyndham more fozen meat than
any metropokitan wholesale butcher, save one,
has dispused of this season up to date. We
have imported into the metropolitan area
frozen meat equal to more than one-eighth ot
the total consumption of beef and mutten.
We have had two shipmeats from Queens-
land.

Mr. Mann: Your brought a larger quan-
tity from Queensland than from Wyndham.

The Minister for Lands: We could not
get it from Wyndham.

The Minister for Agriculture: Your
party sold it to Belgium, and we could not
get it.

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: When frozen
meat was being retailed, we discovered that
the consumer was not getting any advant-
age. One man went to three different sub-
urban shops and bought frozen meat. In
one instance he paid 1s. 2d., and in the
other two instances 1s. per 1b. Another
man got weat at two different shops and
paid 1s. per lb. and 104. per 1b.—the price
ruling for fresh meat at that time. We
said, ‘-That is no good."”” We got the
wholesalers in again and told them that
while we were suatisfied with the deal given
the Government—they were distributing it
at 2 cost much less than would have been
possible had the Government organised the
distribution—we were going to enforee the
Health Act and compel every butcher sell-
ing frozen meat to post a notice in his shop
that frozen meat was sold there and stipu-
iating the price to the public. The whole-
sale butchers replied, ‘‘That is no good to
us. We could not eell a pound of frozen
meat under those conditions. The butchers
would not take it from us.’' We sgaid,
““Very well, we shall open shops of our

They have brought down 900

own.’’ We gave them 24 hours in
which 1o give a Jlecision whether they
wouldl voutinue the wholesale distribu-

tion under the conditions we had laid
down. Within 24 hours a reply was re-
ceived, ‘¢ All right, we shall get rid of it.'’
The result was the butchera’ shops dis-
plaved notices that frozew meat was sold
and the price at which it was being sold.
But we went still further. We pgot into
communication with the health inspector of
ench loenl governing body in the metropoli-
tar area and arranged with him to inspeet
the shops supplied with frozen meat to en-
sure that the notices were posted. In apite
of all the precautions taken, I still.say that
at least 25 per cent. of the Queensland
frozen meat has beem purchased by the
public at fresh meat prices, and the public
did not know it. We have done all we ean.
A fair nnmber of hutchers have given us
a sguare deal; they have stuck to the price
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and have treated the public fairly. Bui
there ure others who have pot done so. The
place where we experienced the greatest
difficulty in disposing of frozen meat was
the goldfields. The public were eager
encugh to get frozen meat, provided it
could be delivered in a reasonably good
state, We went so far as to rent cold
storage acccommodation in Kalgoorlie to
ensure that the meat was thawed out pro-
perly. Still, there is a big exception taken
to irozen meat to-day, the same exception
that is taken by the butchers in Perth,
although the latter de not state it pub-
liely. The reason they do not want frozen
meat is not that they consider it inferior
to fresh meat; it is because the publie
know the price at which it i3 to be sold.
The public do mot know what profits the
butchers make on fresh meat. However,
we fix a price that should be acceptable to
any reasonable man. A retailer of frozen
meat in the metropolitan area, who gave us
a fair deal and assisted us to get rid of
a large quantity, had his supplies ent down
in the second month. We have now put that
man on a wholesale basis and he is taking
at least 20 toms a week. The other night
I said that probably the member for
Subiaco (Mr., Richardson) had eaten frozen
meat without being aware of if, and he re-
plied that he had not. I have had frozen
meaf, and though T do not profess to be a
judge of meat, I venture to say that if
frozen meat were served at dinner to-
morrow, not three members of the Iouse
would know it from fresh.

My, Teesdale: Are the public jmstitutions
getting frozen meat now?

Hon. 8. W. MUXSIE: Yes.

Mr. Teesdale: A very proper thing, too.

Hon. 5. W, MUXNSIE: We see that it
is supplied in good order. We have altered
the system, and it is no longer -~bligatory
upon tenderers to supply fresh mert. They
tender for frozen and for fresh.

Mr. Teesdale: You objected to it before.
You wanted chilled meat.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Xg, I objeeted to
contractors supplying frozen meat as fresh
meat.

Mr. Taylor:
‘‘Hansard.’’

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I did not object
to frozen meat as frozen meat, but I ob-
jected to its going into the institutions as
fresh meat. A statement was made that the
first shipment of frozem meat Adistributed
in the metropolitan arca this seasom was
actually brooght down by the previous Gov-
ernment, held in eold store for 12 months,
and distributed by uvs. That is not so. Long
before the elections there was not a pound
of frozen meat held by the Government in
eold storage. Consequenily the meat we
put on the market could not have been held
for 12 months. Another statement was that
I personally objected to frozen meat. As
I have stated, I objected to froZen meat
being supplied to the institntions as fresh

That is not borne out by
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meat. That was my only objeetion, I believe
& select committee will be granted and I
hope some good will come of its inquiries.
The consumer as well as the producer ghould
derive considerable benefit from an investi-
gation. I believe the cost of distribution
could be reduced considerably if proper
methords were adopted, and that is one of
the objectz the member for Perth had in
view in moving his motion.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt starts off cheap enough
at 63s. per carcase. It is pot the producer
that is getting the money.

Hon, 8, W. MUNSIE: I agree with that.
Most of the commoditics consumed in the
metropolitan area shounld be obtainable at
10 per cent, below ruling prices, and the
producers should be getting at least 10 per
cent, more.

on. Bir James Mitchell: Of course, the
cost of delivery is considerable.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: And the profits
of the middlemen who squeeze hoth parties
qre otill greater. I hope the inquiry will
lead to cuiting out the middleman to a
large extent and bringing the producer and
the: consumer closer together. That is the
ouly hope they have of obtaining relief.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: We have heard
that for 20 years.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: But you never
tried to do anything to rectify it.

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [0.12]: T
rise with pleasure in defence of the
Wyndham Meat Works. The Minister for
Agriculture said the quality of heef im-
ported from Queensland was superior to
that obtained from Wyndbam. T helieve
that is correct, hut there is a2 good reason
for it. The beef being sent from Wynd-
ham is serond grade beef. The Wyndham
Meat Works are exporting the prime beef
overseas for 3d. or 31,d. per ib., and prople
in the metropolitan area are receiving the
second grade beef and are paying 7d. per
Ib. for it. T hope the Honorary Minister
will take a note of that and see that the
metropolitan area in future is supplied
with prime beef.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
(9.13]: I regret that on this motion refer-
ence has been made to the action of the
previous Parliament in regard to the City
of Perth Municipal Markets Bill iotro-
duced by tbe member for Perth (JMr.
Mann}, The member for Mti. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) pointed out what a great
rhange had taken plare since members
moved to the opposite side of the House.

Mr. Taylor: I referred only to the mem-
ber for Coolgardie,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
makes no difference.

Mr., Taylor: So long as vou all did it,
all right.

That
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Mt, Margaret did not know
what was taking place because he had no
oc-axion to pay the close attention to
measures that other members had. He did
not have to scrutinise the details of Bills
as had members who desired to discuss
them. Tt was his duty to see that order
was maintaired, and that the discussion
was carried on in a proper matner, which
duty he carried out during his term as
Speaker. The remark of the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) last year re-
garding bungling bumbles was made con-
sequent upon an interjection from me. It
was a hit at me.

Mr. Taylor: Of course you did not re-
sent it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I took
no wotice of it, becanse T know him too
well. T expected some such remark when
I made the interjeetion. This motion
deals with an entirely different subject
from that dealt with in the Bill )ast
session, The Bill was designed to give
power to the Perth City Council to pre-
seribe the articles of merchandise to
which the Aet would apply.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It levied a
toll on everything, :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: TUpen
anything that was sold over £1 in value,
a toll ecould be levied. Before any article
conld he sold it had to be brought to the
markets. That 13 what ecalled for the
criticism of memkers. The council alse
wished to take away the rights of owners
of property in the city to say whether
the markets should be established or not.
The council desired to amend the Muni.
cipalities Act epo that the owners who
mortgaged properties, in order to erect the
markets, should have no say as to whether
they should be erected or not. The council
also desired to have power to raise the
money itself without reference to the
taxpavers. Members on the cross benches
contended that when it came to a question
of selling produce, the producer must have
a hand in the management. If the City
Council horrow money on behalf of the
ratepayers, and invest it in markets, no
one outside the City Council can have any
say in their management. The couneil
alone is responsibie to the property owners
of the v¢ity. That caused me to make the
interjection I did. If it is necessary to
establish a central market for fruit, and
if the prodncers are to have representa-
tion on the board of management, it must
be under the control of the Government.
It cannot he done uwuder municipal con-
trol unless the law i3 altered. The
ratepayers would not agree to invest
their money if it was to be bhandled
by a hndy an which they had no re-
presentation, and when they would have
no contro! over the markets. I hope the
select committee when appointed will deal
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with that phase of the question. The last
Labour Goverument intended to build mar-
kets at West Perth. The ground was pur-
chased, but when the war broke out the
work was held in abeyanee. It was intended
to establish State markers, but the manage-
ment and eontrol were left over for further
consideration. The Governmeunt of the day
conld not go on with the matter until the
land was purchased, and provision was made
for the railways fo connect with them.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: That was in
1912, was it not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was in
14313 or 1914, The selling of produce must
be & State matter. We are growing fruit,
vegetables and other kinds of produce in
excess of the loeal consumption. The high
prices that prevail to-day are penerally
caused by private people storing the pro-
duce in their own cool stores until a suit-
able market arrives, when they releasc it.
Neither the producer nor the consumer ob-
tnins any benefit from that action. Most
people cannot afford to pay the high prices
that are asked for fruit. We have thousands
of acres of apples in this country, and yet
we cannot buy apples under 64. or 7d. a lb,
although they can be bought in London at
that price. The ex-Minister for Works
stated that he obtained 1d. per lb, for
apples that were offered by a retailer at
his own house for 6d. a lb. This matter,
too, the select committee will have to take
into eonsideration. T stated that there were
60 tons of unsnleable raisins in this Stata
up to a few wecks ago.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They were table
raigins.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: The
Council of Induostrial Development had to
vo to the assistance of the growers so that
the raising eould be used locally, for a pur-
yose for which they had mnot hitherto been
used, to start some new works. Our popu-
lztion is so small that we have to rely in
the future upon the overseas markets. Un-
fortunately the bottom has fallen out of the
fruit market. According to all I can learn,
an increased acreage of raisins and currants
hns been planted throughout the world., As
n rule there is a ready market for dried
rais;iins and eurrants, but to-day the market
is flat.

Ion. Sir James Mitehell: America has
multiplied its output by three.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
rrowers are now unable to get a sufficient
re'urn for thbeir labonr. I do not think a
seloet committee would do any harm, but I
fror it will not do much good. Tt will deal
on'y with the sale of produce in Western
Angtralia. In 1913 we felt it was the duty
nf the State to provide proper markets for
the people who grow produce adjaecent to
the metropolitan area. Even then they re-
enired a proper place for the sale of their
j-roduce.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That would be
the duty of the City Couneil,
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The City
{*ounci) eannct undertake it if representation
is to he piven to the growers.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The law could
he altered.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
ratepayers would not eare to put their
money into the venture if they had mo say
in its control. The State, however, repre-
venty everybody.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It wonld he
the same thing if the Government did it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government algo represent everybody. If
the State hiilds the markets, all penple
would have representation in their manage-
ment. Tf the couneil build them, they alone
ean claim representation on the board of
control. Tt ia the duty of the State to take
up this work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It will be eostly
if the State does it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 am not
so sure nbout that. We are juast on the
threshold of State enterprises.

Mr. Thomson: God forbid!

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: They
cannot be avoided. The State is rumning
enterprises that members know nothing
about.

Hon. Sir lames Mitchell: What are you
running 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have to do it. In one instance we have
had to maintain those we put on the land
to grow fruit. Goods were dumped here
from the Eastern Statea in an effort to wipe
these people out of exigtence; they were
buying the fruit themselves.

My, Thomscn: We are importing a ter-
rible lot of stnff.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
cause the FEastern States are dumping it
here at lower prices, and the local people
have to reduce their price below that at
which pays them to sell. The States is
standing the loss.

Hon. Rir Jfames Mitehell:
seandal.

Mr, Thomson: That is one of the benefits
of Federation.

Mr. (lydesdale: Tt is one of the benefits
of State enterprises.

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS: Ng
doubt some people have laid themselves
out to kill secondary industries in this State,
In cases like this every eitzen should stick
tn the local enterprise, evem if the State
exchequer haa to assist. Tt is neeessary at
times to establish a State enterprise to pro-
tect the producer. 1 trust the select com-
mittee will he able to render some service
to the Government, but T am afraid it wil)
not do 5o,

Mr. Mann: Why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Previons
Governments have gone inte the matter very
fully, and know what the pesition is, and
the seleet eommittee cannot tell us what we
@0 not already know.

Jt is a jolly
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then why agree
to its appointment?

The MINISTER FPFOR LANDS: T have no
chjecting to it,  Mention has been made of
the competition of motor huses with Btate
enterprise.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
mantle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not worrying about Fremantle, for we shall
set to work ourselves before they start. We
are nnt going to spend money on roads so
that other people may pget the henefit,
We are going to get the advantage our-
seives, and will provids the buses.

Mr. Mann: What about the losses?

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: We
will get the trade. When it comes to
a question of regulating the Qistribution
of produce, and altering the present
machinery, someone will have to go out
of business.

Mr, Thomszon: And there will be other
large public meetings,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Only
the establishment of more secondary in-
dustries in this State ean rectify the posi-
tion. We want more people to consume
the produce that is grown here. The only
way Lo establish secondary industries of
any account in this country iz for the
State to make the beginning. The people
have been warned times without number.
I do not want to ge back to ancient his-
tory, but the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion realiged the situation in 1907. He then
said, and eXpressed it in an Ac¢t of Parlia-
ment, that the Agricultural Bank could
advance money for agricultural machinery
manufactured in Western Auvstralia. No
person or firm took advantage of that
opportunity. The farmers would sooner
puay 10 per vent. more tfor wachinery im-
ported from the East. When the warning
was not heeded, it was necessary for the
Government to take aetion; and the
Lahonr Government did so. The ouly way
to establish secondary industries in West-
ern Australia, and thus inerease our popu-
lation substantially—fur secondary indus-
tries induce far wore immigration than
the primary industries, with the exeception
of mining.

Mr. Thomson: You want to bring people
with capital into the State, and you cam,
do that by reducing taxation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: People
are not so fond of bringing capital into
the State. In any ease, no Governmdnt
will enter into competition with a second-
arv industry cstablished in the State that
is treating the consumers fairly, As T
said to a gentleman the other day, West-
ern Awustralia is now suffering from too
manv brars plates and too few chimmeys.
We do not get the population we require,
hecanse the whaole of our money ts going
out of Western Australia. Let us be honest
with regard to this. What a rry we get

Not in Fre-
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about State trading, and especially the
State Implement Works, T said to a
gentleman the other day, ‘*What a pity
it would be if we wiped out State trading
in Western Australia, because then the
President of the (‘hamber of Commerce
would have nothing to talk about at the
annual meeting; be would become barren.’’
What is the position with regard to the
State Implement Works? We are manu-
facturing bhere about £80,000 worth of
jmplements a year. At the same time we
are sending out of the State, to Victoria,
over £300,000 annnally to buy agricultnral
machinery there.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Over £400,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amount is between £300,000 and £400,000.
Much of that machinery could be manu-
factured in Western Australia. However,
the producers who want markets for their
products send money for machinery to the
Eastern States, thus providing markets
for the preducers there.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you let LA.B. clients
purchase imported machinery?

Mr. Thomson: Of course.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Bo far
as I am coocerned, there will never be
any money advanced by the Government
to be sent ont of Western Australia, if
equal quality and price are obtairnable
localty.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: Ah, that is it!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are in Western Australia workmen equal
to any workmen elsewhere.

Hen, Sir James Mitchell: But you have
not the patents.

Mr. Latham: You canunot make spring
steel here. It has to be imported.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Spring
steel is always imported. However, we
have the pick of the world’s workmen
here. And then people talk about quality!
The price of our products, too, should be
such as would enable the things to be
produced here, so that our other producers
may benefit.

Mr. Latham: The farmers gave the
State Implement Works a fair spin in the
beginning, but they did not get the article.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
did get the article. It is a matter of
prejndice. Recently T was speaking to
one of the Jargest farmers in your elee-
torate, Mr. Speaker, an engineer by pro-
fession; and he told me that on his farm
he used mnothing hut State implements,
which he said were the best obtainable
in Australia. He has tried the others, and
thrown them on one side.

Mr. Thomsou: He is an exception.

Mr. Latham: I hope Mr, Speaker will
give me an intrnduction to him.
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Hon. Sir Jumes Mitchell: Isn’t the Min-
ister coming back to the motion?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
seen articles which had been manufactured
in Perth, in Kalgoorlie, in Fremantle, eat-
able goods, of which the labels had been
printed in London; and those Ilabels
asserted that the packages on whieh they
were pasted had been manufactured in
London.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
ought to be more honest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
the labels at home now, The goods were
all right, but the prejudice was there. So
long as the public were told that the goods
had been manufactured in Londom, they
were quite satisfied with them. Nine times
out of ten it is a matter of prejudice
against Western Australisn goods. I
would not have taken so long had it not
been for the interjection. I trust the
select committee will be able to assist
towards providing better conditions for
the sale of produce, and better prices for
the producers, and cheaper prices for the
¢onsumers.

Fremantie

Mr, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.38]: The
previous Minister for Lands has suggested
to my mind that possibly I could get the
mover of the motion to add to it words ap-
plying it te oversea markets as well. The
notiee of motion I have on the Notice Paper
looks rather formidable, as if it would mean
a lot of trouble and expense; but the infor-
mation is obtainable at the minimum of ex-
pense, and swithout anyone going out of
Perth., I was rung up to-day with regard
te certain associations in this State. The
people of the Upper Swan, baving learnt
that I had a motion coming on, rang me up
to say that they were very much concerned
as to the remarks about raiging by the
Minister for Lands, and that those re-
marks justified their concern regarding
what the future held for them rela-
tively to markets. A meeting has been
valled in Upper Swan for this week-end,
and I have been asked to attend, with
other members interested in the distriet.
Cue Upper Swan representativa has paid a
visit to the Kastern States, amil as a result
has many sugpestions to offer. It is with the
objeet of ce-ordinating, and giving sequence
to, the information gathered in this State,
that T have given notice of my motion. If
the mover of the motion before the Chair is
agreeable, T wish to add to his motion the
words, ‘‘ oversea markets.?’

Mr. Thomson: Better keep it separate.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It has been intimated
to me that the Minister for Agriculture
wonld not be agreeable to my motion.

My, Taylor: The hon. member cannot an-
tivipate his motion.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: I am wnot discussing
my motion at all. Let the member for Mit.
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Murgaret speak in his turn. I wish to shorten
dis¢cussion on my motion, or cut it out alte-
geiher. The Minister for Lands just now in-
dirated that in his opinion the proposed in-
quiry was not sufficiently extensive, and that
it must include oversea markets.

My, LATHAM (York) [9.41]): I sineerely
trust that the mover will not agree to the
lust spenker's suggestion, which moreover is
( ite out of place coming from the member
for Aven (Mr. Griffiths), in view of the fact
that the other motion was already on the
Notice Papir when he gave notice of his
motion,

Mz, Marshall: Bretherly love!

Mr. LATHAM: There is no brotherly
love about it; I am simply stating faets. The
motion of the member for Perth is clear and
distinet, and so much cannot be said of the
motion of the member for Avon. It would
be a pity to spoil the motion of the member
for Perth, which the general fecling of this
House snpporta, Let us not cloud the issue.
When the motion of the member for Avon
i8 reached let us discuss that on its merits,

Mr, Griffiths: By way of explanation, 1
believe I have a chanve of getting my motion
carried,

Mr. SPEAKER: [ must inform the hon.
member that he cannot anticipate a notiee ot
motion on the Notice Paper.

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[9.43]): T sincerely trust the House will
agree to the addition of the words ‘‘oversea
markets?’ to the motion. The notice of mo-
tion given by the member for Avon will
ghortly be before the House. I fajl to see
why the proposed select ¢committee should
not go into this all-important question of
oversea markets, perhaps the greatest ques-
tion—-—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
discuss a question already on the Notice
Paper.

Mr. LUTEY: I think it wonld be com-
petent for me to move the addition to this
motion of words which would dispose of the
notice of motion by the member for Avon.
If such an amendment were carried, pre-
gumably the member for Avon would be
willing to withdraw his notice of motion.
Tt would be a common-sense course to ex-
tend the scope of the proposed seleet eom-
mittee by adding those words to the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lLion. member is dis-
tinetly out of order. They are two entirely
separate matters, 1 cannot allow a discussion
of a later matter at this juncture,

Mr, LUTEY: Would I be in order if 1
moved an amendment to add to the meotion
the words ‘‘and overseas’’?

Mr. SPEAKER: No. The motion deals
with the metropolitan area and has nothing
to do with overseas markets,

Mr, Taylor: You cannot get a trip to
Canada out of this!
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Mr. MAXNN (Perth—in reply) [9.46]: I
am pleased that the Minister for Agriculture
l.as agreed to support the motion, and that
hon. memhurs who have spoken are in favour
of the appointment of a select committee.
Mneh good will result from the investipation
and a preat mass of information will be
gathered to be plived hefare the House.
The meat question is important. One mat-
ter we will have to investigate is the reason
why the number of builocks bronght down
trom the Kimberleys has dropped from
230 or 30,000 head 1 vears ago, to
13,000 head now. 1s it that the cattle are
not grown now, or iy it that transport is
not availalle? 1t muy be that the present
Iing a drought year accounts for the latest
shortage, but that canneot aecount for the
deereage during the last four comseentive
vears, The Honorary Minister (Hon. 8. W,
Munsie) read inte my speech, when intro-
during the maotion, the words ‘‘this Govern-
ment,’’  That gave a meaning I never in-
tended to convey. I said that the first
irozen meat distributed this year was some
that had heen brought down by the late
Government last year, and that it was then
still in good eondition. The llonorary Min-
ister seemed to suggest that I desired to
cast some reilection upon the present Gov-
ernment. That was not so. He went on to
v that he was in favour of frozen meat,
ana that it was good. That is not what he
said last year. The ‘‘Hansard’’ report of
his speeech on the 16th August, 1923, con-
tained the following:—

Chilled meat from Wyndham is prefer-
able to mueh of the fresh meat sold in
Perth, But I would not have frozen meat.

The Minister for Agrisulture: You
wonld have frozenm meat if it were pro-
perly thawed out,

Mr. Munsie: T do not profess to be an
expert, but men of experience lave told
me that no matter how it be cooked,
frozen meat is not the same. Tt has not
the substance in it,

On that occasion he did raise an objection
to the quality of frozen meat.

Hon, 8. W, Mungie: T am pleased that
the hon. member read that extract hecause
he has neglected to read that I quoted snme-
one else’s opinion, not my own.

TTon. Sir James Mitehell: Tou should not
borrow other people’s cpinion.

Mr. MANN: But I read the Honorary
Minister's own statement.

Hon. §. W. Munsie: T have had exrer-
ience since then and 1 have tasted frozen
ment. I say it ia as good.

Mr, MANN: T am glad that the House
ronlises the necessity for sueh an inguiry.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-
vointed consisting of Messrs. Clydesdale,
Brown, Millington, North, and the wmover,
with power to call for persons and papers,
to sit ¢n days over which the House stands
adjourned, and to report on the 24th Sep-
tember.
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MOTION—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
ADMINISTRATION.

To inquire by Select Commitice.

Debate resumed from 27th Avgust on the
motion by Mr. Hughes—

That a select committee be appointed
to inquire iuto the administration of the
Police Department.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon,
J. €. Willeock—Geraldton) [9.59]: As Min-
ister controlling the Police Department I
have no grave cbjection to tbe inquiry
sought by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes). If the statements made can be
borne out by evidence before the select
committee, everyone will admit that an in-
quiry is necessary. In common with other
members [ have been +told that there
is discontent in the Police Department, par-
ticularly regarding promotions. The trou-
ble is that everyone within reasonable
reach of appointment to higher positions
congider they are the men for the jobs, and
naturally if they do not get the promotion
they seek, they become discontented. Dur-
ing the past week or so representatives of
the Police Association waited upon me as
a deputation and their representations indi-
cated they were dissatisfied with the present
position, because they suggested the ap-
pointment of an appeal board which would
go inte such matters as promotions.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: That is not a
matter for inguiry by seleet committee.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
merely pointing out that apparently there is
some discontent existing in the Police Force
regarding the methods adopted in deciding
upon promotions. If that is so, possibly a
selert cowumittee wounld ascertain whethor
there is any serious cause for discontent, or
whether it is merely the resentment of dis-
appointed applicants for promotion. If the
select committee does so much, it will ko
doing a service, not only to the foree, but
to the eommunity generally. As for the sug-
gested appeal Poard, there is sueh a body in
New South Wales, If the seleet committee
were to recommend the appointment of an
appeal board in this State, no doubt the
House would agree to legislation giving ef-
feet to that proposal. It has been said that
the Commissioner of Police has uvsed his in-
finence to debar the promotion of certain offi-
eers recommended by the inspectorial board.
Of course, the Commissioner would certan:y
deny such a eharge. That, also, would be in-
quired into by the sclect committee,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will have
no discipline at all.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We will
have Qiseipline, but we want justice also, 1
am not taking up an attitude one way or the
other. Still, it cannot be denied that if, as
the mover of the motion said, senior men, re-
commended on two oceasions for promotion,
have suddenly found themselves supplanted,
they should have an opportunity to learn why
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they were turned down. XNo member would
say that seniority should be the only faetor
in respect to promotion. If there be ome
thing necessary in the poliec foree it is that
men in the higher positions should be men of
capacity and intelligenee, men who have won
promotion on merit, A man who with long,
unblemished service has been recommended
for promotion should be told distinctly why
promotion is not allowed to come his way.

Mr. Thomson: Could not you, as Minister,
deal with that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
whole position in respect of promeotion has
been causing discontent in the force, The
mover of the motion said that officers were
encouraged to obtain convictions, and that
to this end cvidence had been manufactured.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Such a etate-
ment should be treated with the contempt
it deserves.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: But it
a man occunying a seat in the House makes
such a statement, and the House considers
there should be an inquiry, I am not going
to burke the House in its desire.

Hon. Sir James Alitchell: Well, let the
House vote on non-party lines.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Cer-
tainly. This is not a party measure. I have
not had the whip eracked. As Minister eon-
trolling the derartment [ know that the
Commissioner himself has no desire to burke
the inquiry if the House wishes it. Every
member on this side will be free to vote as
he likes. If the inquiry be held, the mover
of the motion will have opportunity to jus-
tify his statements, He said, amongst other
things, that evidence was got by the employ-
ment of women of ill repute, I know from
the Commissioner himself and also hy official
doeuments that the Commissioner is not
fuvourable to that sort of thing.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
s on the file a minnte published on the 10th
June, a long time before there was any
thought of the proposed inquiry. The Com.
missioner, referring to a case similar to that
alluded to by the mover of the motion, wrote
this minute— .

No member of the force, either married
or single, should be placed in such a com-
promising  position, and constables——
and are very much to blame for their
action. The method adopted was a despica-
ble way of getting a case, and if cither
eonstable thinks he wili get support or com-
mendation from me for such work he is
very much mistaken. I thought my views
on this subject were very well known, Only
a few months ago I took exception to con-
stables——and: acting similarly. There
are other ways of dealing with such cases.
Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Then you don’t

want an inquiry into that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not say there is any need for it on that
point. I am informing the House of the
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Commissioner’s views and showing that, on
that point, the mover of the motion has no
cause for complaint. 1 thought that in fair-
ness to the Commissioner this  doenment
shoulii be read to hon. members before they
vote on the motion.

- Hoen, Sir James Mitchell: Well, you have
read it to us now,
Mr. Thomson:

pive it to us,

The MINISTER ¥#OR JUSTICE: It
hon. members think the inquiry necessary,
they lave omly to say so. The police are in
a peculiar position in the vommunity, inas-
much as in the perfoermance of their du
frequently they come into conflict with vari-
ous members of the public. Because of that,
in an inquiry such as is proposed, persons
making statements should be sworn. Then if
their statements are subsequently proved to
be false, they have to take full reaponsibility
for them,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The mover of
the motion vught to have to take full respon-
sibility.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
motion is very broad, covering the general
administration of the police. If the inquiry
resnlts in recommendations calenlated to im-
prove the foree, those recommendations will
bave the serious attention of the Govern-
ment. Generally the conditions of the force
are fairly satiafactory to the members of the
foree, but in some instances there is discon-
tent.

Mr. Mann: You get that in every de-
pariment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:

of it here.
“The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
amongst the Opposition, Police officera wno
think they ought to have promotion are dis-
satisfied at not getting it. All members on
this side will be free to vote as they like on
this motion except, of course, the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) who, as mover of
the mation, will have to vote for it. The
inquiry would clear the air and give satis-
faction, not only to the Commissioner of
Police, but also to members of the force. 1
have no ohjection to the motion,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [10.111: T am pgratified that this
motion is to be dealt with on mnon-party
lines, but T am sorry the Minister did@ not
regist it altogether. There never has been
submitted to the House a proposal sup-
ported by so little evidence as is this
motion.

Mr. Hughes: We have not taken any
evidence vet.

Hon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: The
statements made hy the hon. member do
not justify the slightest inqgmiry. The
most serions charge made hy the member
for Taat Perth has heen satisfactorily
met by the Commissioner’s minute, read
to us by the Minister. Nothing sugpgested
by the member for East Perth wonld

Yes, it was quite right to

There is some
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justify in the slightest degree the pro-
posed inquiry. T am disappointed in find-
ing that the Minister has agreed to the
inquiry.

The Minister for Railways: T have not
agreed; T have left it to the House.

Hor. SBir JAMES MTTCHELL: Every
question raised by the member for East
Perth could be dealt with by the Ministar.
In moving the motion the member for
East Perth gaid, ‘‘T do not propose to say
much in support of the motion.’’ Actu-
ally be said nothing in support of it. He
dealt with promotions, but what did he
say on that point to justify Inquiry?
Nothing at all that the Minister could not
deal with, There always will be trouble
about promotion. Even when a Ministry
is formed therc is trouble about promo-
tion.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Vou have had per-
sonal experience of that,

Ton, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister bas dealt aith the statement
that the police are encouraged to get con-
vietions, and has shown that there was no
truth whatever in the statement. Some-
thing was said about men being sent to
out-gstations. But does that require a
seleet committeet Of course, it not In-
frequently happens that married men gent
to out-stations would prefer to be in the
city near schools for their children, But
the requirements of the service make it
imposaible for all to be in the ¢ity. The
ont countrv hae to be looked after as well
as the eity. There is no justifieation for
a gelect committee to inquire inte the
appointment nf men to positions in the
out-gtations. The administration ean deal
with that., We have to congratulate our-
selves upon our police force, If there is
a bhranch of the serviee of which we
should he proud, it is the police force. T
hadl opportunities to diseuss matters
affeeting the police with representatives
of other States, and 1 am certain there is
no better force in Australia than ours. It
is well officered and well manned, and the
police are doing their duty well, Their’s
is not a pleasant task, but they earry out
their duties tactfully and altogether a
high state of efficiency is displayed. The
House would be justified in granting an
inquiry only into a serious charge that the
Government were not capahle of dealing

with, a serious echarge sustained by
evidence.

Mr. Taylor: And not on hald state-
ments,

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL : Some
definite eharge should be made and the
statements should be substantiated. The
House shonld bhe satisfied that there is
grave need for am inquiry, that there is
something wrong with the force or some
member of it, or that there is some defect
in administration hefore eotertaining a
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proposal for an inquiry. The House must
realise that the very lives and property
of the people would be jeopardised if the
force were other than what it is. If we
luok back over the crimes that have been
committed and the arrests that have heen
effected for serious offences in this State,
we must realise that very few ecriminals
have eseaped. Tt is in consequence of this
that we are fairly free from crime—much
freer than any other State. People can
leave their homes in perfect safety, know-
ing that the econtrol of the police is
effeciive. Has any word been said against
the behaviour of any member of the
force? If an inquiry were granted, the
select committee would gather informa-
tion on all sorts of questions, information
that had been communicated to the police
only on the assurance that it wounld be
treated as copfidential. But for this assur-
ance, the police would be unable to get
necessary information for the prevention
of crime, and what would happen then?

The Minister for Justice: No one sug-
gests that should be done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Would
the police be assisted in the discharge of
their duty if certain facis beecame kmownf®
Members should endeavour to realise what
will happen if+an inquiry be held.

The Minister for Justice: Do you think
there will he on the inquiry anyope so
foolish as to publish such informatioon
for fun?

Hon. Sir YAMES MITCHELL: Does not
the Miniater know what happens when
such inquiries are held?

The Minister for Justice: I know that
most members have n fair gense of respon-
sibility and would not do anything of that
description.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister is net so green as he would have
me believe. He knows what happens at
these inquiries; we have had soc much
experience of them. When a select com-
mittee has been asked for in the past, the
Minister has eaid that anybody could go
along and request to give evidence.

The Minister for Justice: That evidence
is not published. TUnless it iz sobstanti-
ated, no notice would be taken of it.

Mr, Taylor: The evidenmce is submitted
to the House.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every
detail of the evidence is publiahed.

The Premier: The evidence of select
committees is not published in the Press:
only that of Royal Commissions is pub-
liched.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat the
evidence must be recorded and printed
and presented to Parliament. It becomes
public whether it is published day by day
or at the termination of the inquirv, It

is not wise in the interests of the com-
munity to hold an inquiry on the state-
ments advanced by the memher for
East Perth, He did not utter a word
in justification of an inguiry. I cannot
understand why the Minister did not
object to the motion. I have sufficient
confidence in the Government to be-
lieve they ecan manage the Police
Department. Nothing has happened that
is hevond their power to control, and any-
thing that does happen they will be able
to set right. DMinisters enjoy the confi-
denee of the people, and it is for them to
take any action that may be necessary. This
is too serious a matter; we cannot play
battledore and shuttlecock with the police
force without having io pay for it, We
should not waste time in considering the
motion. If an inquiry were held no good
could come of it, but mueh harm might re-
sult, the effects of which would probably
be felt for years. If the hon. member
knows of anything that is wrong, let him
go to the Minister, who will set it right.

Mr. Hughes: It is a question of princi-
ples in administration,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Admin-
istration be hanged! What do you know
aliout the administration of the police foreet?

Mr, Hughes: A good deal,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You know
nothing about it.

Mr, Lambert: You are very emphatic,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If it is
mercly a matter of administration, I am in
a letter position to si:leak than is any mem-
ber of the House. was closely in touch
with the administration for years, and the
present Premier wag in touch witk it prior
to that for a period of five years.

The Premier: [ wns in foueh with 1t once
or twice.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wa do
not want a select committee to inquire into
petty grievances.

Mr. Lambert: Tt would not do any harm
to try to better a good force.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: That
is not the right way to approach the ques-
tion. I do not think the force would be
bettered by anything a select committee
covld do. I hope the House will reject the
motion. Tt is seandalous for a member to
come here and ask for an inquiry without
justifying his statement in any way.

Mr. Hughes: You know the ingide of the
police force; tell us about it.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
not yet found the ingide of the hen. mem-
ber, and I suppose I never shall.

Mr, Hughes: We want to see the inside
of the rolice force.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
the work of the police foree is highly sat-
isfactory.

Mr. Lambert: It is the best police force
in Australia, anyhow.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: An in-
quiry will do harm. The hon. member has
not justified his request and the House
should rejeet the motion.

On motion by Mr. Lambert, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.26 p.m.

TLegislative Essembly,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—FRUIT MARKETING
LEGISLATION.

Mr. SAMPSON agked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Tn view of the importance
of correct datz being available in connee-
tion with the proposed introduction of an
Act on the lines of the Queensland Fruit
Marketing Organisation Aect, and for other
purposes, have the Government decided to
proceed with the taking of a census of
fruit trees, imecluding particelars of
varieties, acreage, etc., as recommended
at a conference of inter-State representa-
tive fruitgrowers? 2, Have the growers
been supplied with the necessary forms?
3, If not, when will this be done?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 2, and 3, The matter iz now
under corsiderafion.

QUESTION—EANGARCO PEST,

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUGH asked the
Honorary Minister (Hor. 8. W. Munsie):
That in view of the serious depredations
and loss to settlers by kangaroos, will the
Minister put into effect Clause 7 of ‘‘The
Game Aect, 1912,’" which vests 1n the
Governor power to proclaim part or parta
of the State into districts for a period of,
say, twelve months, to erable the pest to
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be dealt with, such districts to be pro-
claimed at the requests of the local gov-
erning bodies concerned’

Hon, 8, W, MUNSIE replied: No re-
quest for this to be done has yet heen
made, but when the necessity arises, careful
congideration will be given the matter.

LEAVE OF ABSEXCE.

On motion by Mr. C. P, Wanshrough, leave
of absence for ome weck granted to the
member for Williama-Narrogin (Mr. E, B.
Johnston) on the ground of ill-health,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Trust Funds Investment.

2, Bonbury Road Board Rates Validation.
Introduced by the Mintster for Works,

BILL—INSPECTION OF SBCAFFOLDING.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS RATES.
In Commiites.
Resumed from 2nd September.

M. Lutey in the Chair; Minister for
Works in charge of the Bili.

Clause 2—Ezxtension of time for regis-
tration of transfers:

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mur-
ray-Wellington at a previous sitting, sub-
mitted the following amendment—

That the following words be added to the
clause:— *but subject, as regards any re-
gistration after the commencement of this
Act, to the paymcat by the transgferee, be-
fore the registrution of the transfer, of
any raics for the time being due in respect
of the land, including rates and charges
due and payable under any Act relating
to water supply, sewerage, or drainage.’’

I have considered the amendment and de-
cided that it is out of order, on the ground
that it is not relevant to the subject-matter
of the Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from 2nd September.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
[4.40]: We have heard a good deal con-
cerning the iniquity of apecial juries, and the
iniquity of the special qualifications tor



